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As we bring the unofficial/
official Veterans month to a 
close, most of us can reflect 
back at the opportunities 
abound to serve our cause.  
Wander through social me-
dia, and you can see that 
many of you, individually, 
and your posts represented 

The American Legion 
through various events. 
The ANEC, DVCs, District 
and Post Commanders 
went to the classroom and 
brought the good word of 
Veterans and those they 
serve.   You held ceremo-
nies to celebrate those who 
have served, many spoke at 
community events, and 
many others either partici-
pated in various formations 
or just attended to support 
the program—a heartfelt 
thank you.  I hope everyone 
had a great Thanksgiving 
with family and fellow vete-
rans. 
 
Now that we are invigo-
rated for the season, let’s 
segue into the greatest 
time of the year.  Many ho-
lidays are celebrated during 
December, Bodhi on the 
8th, Hanukkah on the 14th 
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   Commander’s Corner (Continued from Page 1) 

through 18th, Christmas on the 25th, and Kwanzaa on December 26 through January 1st.  Regardless of 
the event, please remember our veterans and their families during the season of giving.  Though many of 
us, yes us included, suffer from increased stressors during the holidays, remember Be the One! and make 
a difference.  Let’s keep an eye on each other and make December the most joyous month of the year. 
 
When is the last time you participated in a tree lighting, kids’ holiday party (don’t have children the 
“right” age, everyone can use help), visited a veterans center, or called bingo at a veterans holiday party?  
Consider getting out into the Veterans community.   And please get out and enjoy a community event, let 
them know you're from The American Legion.  Many will participate in Wreaths Across America, First: 
thanks to all who are a part of it both financially and physically, Second:  Bring a Buddy, it will make you 
feel great, promise.  December isn’t the only month our neighbors need help, but it can certainly help sti-
mulate programs for the rest of the year. 
 
Yes, I know you’re thinking, wait for it…… BUDDY CHECKS!!  Pick a day, either morning or afternoon, get 
some Post or District members together, and have a Buddy Check telethon event.  Make it a holiday 
event, think holiday treats and other refreshments, and a Post party later in the day or evening.  You just 
cannot feel good about that.  And fellow Legionnaires, “you may think it’s a movement. And that’s what it 
is, the Buddy Check Be the One movement, and all you have to do to join is pick up the phone”.  Hey! That 
sounds like “Alice’s Restaurant?”  Arlo and I wish you and your family the absolute best during the season 
of giving. 
 
Everyone in for the 250 Challenge!!  Our 250 committee has put together some great things. Check it out!   
 
Get involved.  Many District and Department committees have vacancies, and there are many great op-
portunities to be found.  Reach out to your District Commander and find out what’s available.  Did you 
know that any Legionnaire can attend a District Meeting, or a Department Meeting.  Does everyone at 
your Post get E-Legionnaire?  If not, sign them up, please. 
 
My Commander’s Charity is Operation Comfort Warrior. Consider having an event with proceeds to sup-
port this incredible program.  
 
NEXT DEC - January 3, 2026 via ZOOM - Confirmed time will be sent to Department Officers and 
friends . 
 
Commanders Banquet ~~ Plainridge Park Casino, February 21st.  Tickets are available $50.00 ea.  Hope 
to see you there. 
 
 
Scott M. Conner 
Commander 
Department of Massachusetts 
774-239-6162 
Scottscpo@gmail.com 
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   Department President 

Holiday Giving – American Legion Family 

As we gather for another holiday season, I want to 

extend my sincere appreciation to our American Le-

gion Family for the kindness and generosity you con-

tinue to show throughout Massachusetts. This time 

of year highlights what makes our organization so 

special: the way we come together to support veter-

ans, military families, and our communities with 

open hearts. 

Many people face challenges during the holidays, 

and your efforts—whether preparing meals, do-

nating gifts, hosting community events, or simply 

checking in on someone who may be alone—make a 

real difference. These acts of giving embody the very 

best of Service Not Self and remind others that they 

are remembered and valued. 

Thank you for all you do, not only during the holiday 

season but year-round. Your compassion is truly the 

spirit of our American Legion Family. Wishing you 

and your loved ones a peaceful, warm, and meaning-

ful holiday season. 

 

Sofia Elizabeth Blake                                                                                                        
Department President 

  National Leadership at Arlington National Cemetery 
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   Detachment Commander 

   

 

Greetings Department of Massachusetts 

American Legion Family, 

On October 3rd, 1863, President Abraham 

Lincoln issued a proclamation that would 

set the stage for an American national 

day of Thanksgiving.  In spite of the hor-

rors of the Civil War, the president noted: 

“The year that is drawing towards its 

close, has been filled with the blessings of 

fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these 

bounties, which are so constantly en-

joyed that we are prone to forget the 

source from which they come, others 

have been added, which are of so ex-

traordinary a nature, that they cannot fail 

to penetrate and soften even the heart 

which is habitually insensible to the ever 

watchful providence of Almighty God.” 

And, he called upon “citizens in every 

part of the United States, and also those 

who are at sea and those who are so-

journing in foreign lands, to set apart and 

observe the last Thursday of November 

next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise 

to our beneficent Father who dwellth in 

the Heavens.” 

This sentiment rings as true today as they 

did 162 years ago. Even though life at 

times may seem chaotic, we have much 

for which to be thankful and should take 

pause to appreciate our good tidings. Our 

nation is at peace abroad, and our econo-

my is strong. Awareness of and respect 

for our veterans is high. And, member-

ship in the Sons of the American Legion 

nationally is growing every day.  

As Detachment Commander, I am thank-

ful for the many blessings that the Su-

preme Creator of All has bestowed onto 

me: my own family and friends, my Post 

Family, and the opportunity to serve all 

those who served on the local, state and 

national levels.  

I am also hopeful that your prayers are 

heard and graciously answered, and that 

you and all of your loved ones find health 

and happiness during this Holiday Sea-

son.   

And if you are struggling in this moment, 

please remember – you are not alone. 

You are part of the American Legion Fam-

ily, a national organization with a pas-

sionate membership that is always ready 

to assist those in need. Whether you are 

a Legionnaire, a Son, or a Unit Member, 

you are part of a family that is here for 

you.  

May God continue to guide us all in our 

service to community, state and nation, 

and watch over our active duty enlisted 

men and women serving overseas and 

their families waiting for their eventual 

return.  

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, 
and Happy New Year 
 
Jesse Limanek 
Commander for the Detachment of Mas-
sachusetts     
   

Detachment  

Commander  

Jesse Limanek 
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   Adjutants Corner 

 
 

December 2025    
 
Legionnaires, 
 
Happy Holidays! I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all for the hard work you do for the Ameri-
can Legion Department of Massachusetts.  You are the unsung heroes of our organization.  Let us all re-
member how blessed we are to live in the greatest nation on the planet.  Our work is never done.  Let us all 
continue the good work of all the Legionnaires who have come before us.  Let’s work together to make 
sure our community, state, and nation continues the values of which this nation was founded on, life, liber-
ty, and pursuit of happiness.  
 
Grace and I have made changes hopefully to improve communication between the Department and the 
Posts.  Extra mailings, Department on the Road, Post Adjutant forum, hopefully allows you to do the im-
portant work of your Posts. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions, ideas, and complaints.  
We are here to serve you. 
 
If any of you want to be included in the membership weekly email let me know and I will add you to the 
email.  Do not forget that E-Legionnaire is an awesome tool for Posts to communicate Post events and ac-
tivities.  
 
Reminder a Post mailing will be going out in January.  If your Post has had an address change in the last six 
months, please make sure we have the correct address for your Post.  
 
Please have a safe and happy holiday.  Don’t forget Post Adjutant Forum in December will get the date to 
you all.  I am looking at the 3rd Monday of every month.  
 
Yours in Comradeship  
 
Lisa A. McPhee 
Lisa A. McPhee 
Department Adjutant 
Massachusetts   
 

Department Of Massachusetts 

The American Legion 

24 Beacon Street ∙ State House Room 546-2 ∙ Boston, MA   02133 ∙ (617) 727-2966 

Veterans Straightening America   Since 1919 and into the Future 

The American Legion was built on and committed to four key pillars that still stand today: 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, and Children and Youth 
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   Adjutants Corner 



 

 

Page 7 

   Membership—DSVC Robert Jerdan 

The Power of the Final Push 

The end of the calendar year is the 
deadline for us to meet our na-
tional membership goals, ensuring 
that the Department of Massachu-
setts is positioned as a strong ad-
vocate for veterans at the state 
and national levels in the coming 
year. Your 2025membership card 
is more than just a token; it is the 
fuel for our success. Dues collect-
ed now immediately fund the criti-
cal programs that define the Le-
gion's commitment to Veterans, 

their families, and the community. 
By renewing today, or by sponsor-
ing a new member, you are direct-
ly supporting Veterans Outreach 
and Assistance: Ensuring our Ser-
vice Officers can continue to help 
veterans access the benefits 
they’ve earned. Youth Programs: 
Funding our local American Legion 
Baseball teams, Boys State, and 
oratorical contests for the next 
generation of leaders. The Decem-
ber Difference: Directly enabling 
the holiday initiatives outlined be-
low. 

If you know a Post-eligible veteran 
who hasn't yet joined, or a current 
member who hasn't renewed, De-
cember is the time to reach out. 
Remind them that membership is 
the ultimate gift of service, con-
necting them to a community that 
understands their journey. 

 
Robert Jerdan (Bobby) 
Senior Vice Commander 25-26 
Department Of Massachusetts  
Candidate for Department  
Commander 26-27 
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   Historian—Cindy Lacoste 

  

 

"As we close out another year it is always nice to look back and see where we came from! 
The American Legion has stood for over 100 years and will continue to protect and care for 
Veterans!  Wishing everyone a safe, healthy and Merry Christmas, and best wishes for a 
Happy New Year!”   
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  Americanism—DVC Chris Manning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are fast approaching one of 
our most important holidays, we 
will spend much time with friends 
and family celebrating the winter 
season with great meals and gift 
giving. There are many who can’t 

be part of this because of home-
lessness or unable to venture out 
due to illness. These folks many 
are Veterans could use a most 
wanted visit Buddy Check to share 
quality time with them, whether 
sharing a meal or time well spent 
with something as simple as a cup 
of coffee. A good conversation 
about what we can do as the 
American Legion to support and 
better their day in some way. 
Make them a part of your day!  
There are many Posts that open 
their doors to Seniors and Veter-
ans for a Holiday Meal, this is a 
great time to step up and help out 
with your efforts to bring Holiday 
Joy to our Veterans and their fami-
lies. 

        A Big Birthday Celebration 
goes to our own Revere Legion-
naire Arthur Minichiello,  Our Dis-
trict 7 Commander Mary-dith Tuitt 
and Department Vice Chris Man-
ning were on hand to help him 
celebrate his 100th birthday. Ar-
thur is a WWII Navy Veteran who 
served aboard the USS New Jer-
sey, his ship played a large roll in 
the war. Police, Fire and US Post 
Office workers held a personal pa-
rade at the Pheasant Woods facili-
ty in Petersborough NH. A certifi-
cate was presented to him by Dis-
trict 7 Commander on behalf of 
our National Commander Dan K 
Wiley. A Great Time was had by 
all in attendance!   

Greetings American Legion Family. 
I hope this edition of this publica-
tion finds you and your loved ones 
in good health and spirits as the 
Holiday Season is upon us. 

     Every December brings the an-
nual Army-Navy collegiate football 
game. This year The American Le-
gion will once again be a co-
sponsor of the game for the sec-
ond year in a row and the game's 
official veterans service organiza-
tion. Many posts will be hosting 

"watch parties" for the game. Al-
so, official American Legion Army-
Navy Game merchandise can be 
found on Emblem 
Sales.Remember that all purchas-
es made on Emblem Sales support 
The American Legion and its pro-
grams.  

      This winter will see the return 
of our traditional winter sweep-
stakes. Tickets will be mailed soon 
and the drawing will take place at 
the January Department Executive 

Committee Meeting. Please, con-
sider returning your tickets with a 
donation as your contribution 
helps the department and its pro-
grams. Also, you can win cash priz-
es ranging from $500 to $3,000. 

     As always, if you have any mar-
keting ideas, please do not hesi-
tate to contact the committee. 

 

Mike Davis PNEC  
Marketing Chairman. 

  Marketing—PNEC Mike Davis 
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  Post 40 Legion Family in Massachusetts 

(Danielle Pizzi Photo) 

Around 300 people show up 
for funeral of veterans with 
no family, thanks to the 
efforts of members of Post 
40’s Legion Family in Massa-
chusetts 

What started as a simple color 
guard assignment at a veteran’s 
funeral turned into much more, 
thanks to members of American 
Legion Post 40 in Plymouth, Mass. 

U.S. Air Force and Army veteran 
Francis M. “Frank” Dobrynski, who 
passed away earlier this year, was 
going to be buried with little fan-
fare because no one could locate 
any members of his family. But 
when Post 40’s color guard was 
asked to render honors at the fu-
neral, two of its members decided 
more could be done. 

The result: On Oct. 17, hundreds 
showed up at the Massachusetts 
National Cemetery in Bourne to 

provide Dobrynski with the proper 
sendoff, including various military 
and veteran groups, state politi-
cians and members of the commu-
nity who had never even met the 
veteran. 

Jay Beauregard, a corporal in Post 
40’s color guard, said a previous 
experience providing honors at a 
veteran’s funeral motivated him 
to urge others to attend this one. 

“We were the rifle detail and were 
at the Bourne national cemetery. 
The hearse showed up and the Air 
Force detail was there, but there 
was nobody else there,” Beaure-
gard said. “No family, no friends, 
nobody. That was the saddest 
thing I’ve ever participated in. In 
fact, the Air Force pulled me out 
of the firing detail to accept the 
flag from the Air Force. That was 
very, very sad. I was hoping that 
would be the last time I would ev-
er see that.” 

Post 40 got involved when Heidie 
L. Grant, a funeral director at Cart-

mell-Davis Funeral Home in Plym-
outh and a member of Auxiliary 
Unit 40, told Commander Brad 
Freeman about Dobrynski’s situa-
tion and asked if Post 40’s honor 
guard would be available to pro-
vide a rifle salute at the veteran’s 
funeral, to which Freeman said 
yes. 

“A few months went by, and she 
gave me a date,” Freeman said. “I 
called Jay. He got his daughter 
Danielle involved. She’s in the Ma-
rine Corps League Auxiliary, and 
she was like, ‘Hey, let’s spread the 
word.’ We went back to the funer-
al and got their permission to post 
about it on social media to get 
more than a half a dozen of us (at 
the funeral). And it kind of went 
viral. It was an amazing thing.” 

Beauregard put a request for 
attendance at funeral on what he 
said were 10 or so Facebook pages 
that he frequents, hoping “to get a 
couple people to show up.” But 
then his daughter, who also is a 
member of Unit 40, got involved. 

“She called me and said, ‘Dad, I 
put your post up on 127 more 
sites,” Beauregard said. “After 
that, she was the contact person 
for all the groups that wanted to 
attend. The people I think should 
get most of the credit are Heidie 
at the funeral home and Danielle 
for reaching out to so many more 
other organizations.” 
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   Post 40 (Continued) 

 By the time the funeral rolled around, so many people were expected to attend that the service had to be 
moved to the cemetery’s largest venue. Among the roughly 300 in attendance were members of Post 40 
and its Riders chapter, the Marine Corps League, Patriot Guard Riders and other veteran service organiza-
tions. Also paying their respects to the Korean War veteran were State Reps. Steven Xiarhos, Justin Thur-
ber and John Gaskey, as well as State Sen. Kelly A. Dooner. 

“People just wanted to be there for him. It was amazing,” said Freeman, Post 40’s color guard sergeant. “I 
think the veteran community right now, they’re looking for something to do with their brothers and sis-
ters. They’re looking for something to bring us together. 

“And it’s what we do. My color guard is the only color guard in our county that provides this service. It’s 
something we do, but I think this particular service was … to show some respect for our brother and show 
some camaraderie with our veteran brothers and sisters.” 

Freeman praised Beauregard for his dedication to the color guard. And for Beauregard, seeing the turn-
out made him feel “the opposite of being so depressed from having nobody there. It was pure satisfac-
tion. Hopefully this guy was looking down from heaven. It made me feel so good that these people 
showed up. They didn’t have to be there.” 

Beauregard said it didn’t matter whether or not he’d ever met Dobrynski. “This person was a veteran. He 

deserved it,” he said. “I don’t know exactly what he did other than serving in the Army and Air Force. I 

don’t need to know that. All I know is this person was in the military, did his time and deserved some re-

spect.” 

  Grassroots Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in what The American Legion is advocating for in Congress on The Veteran’s Role in Sup-
porting the Military? Check out our information paper inthe Legislative Toolkit. This is a great starting 
point for a conversa- tion with your elected officials! 

As part of our ongoing Grassroots efforts, LegDiv staff is available to provide Grassroots Training tai-
lored to the hosting Department’s needs. If you are interested in hosting a Grassroots training event, 
please contact grassroots@legion.org  or ejohnson@legion.org. 

Register for Action Alerts today at https://www.votervoice.net/ AmericanLegion/Register  

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/mN580Av05D9xyc3Ja61Zmg
mailto:grassroots@legion.org
mailto:ejohnson@legion.org
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Register
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Register
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   Boys State 
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   Boys State 
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   An America 250  Event in Palmer! 

 On October 24, 2025 the town of Palmer held there annual trunk or treat. i made 250 bags with a flag pin 
in it and the pledge of allegiance on it. 

The comments from the kids receiving them was. "This is the best yet" - a mother said the girl could give 
it to her dad and she replied "no this is mine.  

This was just a few of the positive comments parents also asking for pins. 
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   America 250 Upcoming Events 

 

 

December 6, 20251:00—2:00 PM  Burial Hill Tour Series—Revolutionary Connections  The 

Plymouth Antiquarian Society and Pilgrim Hall Museum announce their continuing partnership in a free public tour series of 

Plymouth’s historic Burial Hill for the 2025 season. Each first Saturday of the month a thematic tour of the ancient burying 

ground will reveal facets of Plymouth’s evolving story over generations. This year honors the 250th Anniversary of the Ameri-

can Revolution with a series theme of “Revolutionary Connections.” Each monthly tour highlights the Revolutionary era in 

Plymouth with insights into South Shore connections to America’s contest for independence. Presenters include local histori-

ans and authors who share their expertise on a range of topics, highlighting art, history, and culture atop the open-air history 

museum in the heart of downtown Plymouth, Burial Hill. 

December 5, 2025 11:00  AM—3:00 PM HANDMADE CRAFT DEMONSTRATION AND SALE 
Erich and Janice Steinhagen bring their 18th century craft techniques all the way from Connecticut for a two-day holiday sea-
son residency as they demonstrate redware pottery production and the fiber art of spinning in our Revere Room. Erich will be 
throwing pots on the wheel while Janice spins sheep’s wool or flax into yarn. Finished products will be available for sale! 

While the crafters share their techniques on the ground floor of our Visitor Center, R.P. Hale will provide an 18th and 19th 

century Advent soundtrack in the second-floor exhibit space, playing the harpsichord and virginal, he meticulously crafted him-

self based on period originals. 

December 13, 2025 2:00 –4:00 PM  NOT YOUR BOSTON TEA PARTY 

Residents of Charlemont and beyond will remember the Boston Tea Party with a talk by Emily Dickinson Museum director Jane 
Wald. Wald will touch on the social functions of tea in 19th-century America (and at the end of the 18th century with the Bos-
ton Tea Party) and show photographs of tea paraphernalia in the museum’s collection. At the end of the afternoon, tea will be 
dumped nearby. Singing may ensue. 

Tea will of course be served. Cookies are welcome. Admission is free. 

This event is co-sponsored by Museum on Main Street: More Voices, More Votes; Mohawk Trail Regional School; and the 

Friends of the Tyler Memorial Library, with support from Mass Humanities and the Charlemont-Hawley Arts Council. 

DECEMBER 16, 2025 1:40—4:30 PM BOSTON TEA PARTY ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

Join Hub Town Tours for an anniversary tour marking 252 years since the Boston Tea Party on December 16, 1773! We’ll travel 

along the Freedom Trail in Downtown Boston and the North End, sharing the gripping story of a small colonial town careening 

toward war with the British Empire. Along the way, your historian guide will explain the defiant local protest against the Tea 

Act, placing this pivotal event in the broader context of the beginning of the American Revolution. This historic walking tour 

highlights Boston’s principal role in colonial agitation against taxation without representation, concluding in time for guests to 

enjoy the annual commemorative reenactment at the Old South Meeting House, site of the momentous town meeting held 

just prior to the shocking Destruction of the Tea.  

 

 Goto Massachusetts250.org for more information 
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   VE&E - PNEC Larry Connors 
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   VE&E - PNEC Larry Connors 

  

 

 



 

 

  Training 

Page 19 



 

 

Page 20 

   Editorial - NEC John Lenotte 

Time continues to fly by.   Here we are again with the Christmas and New Year’s holidays quickly upon us.   
Let us not forget the men and women in our military, many of whom will not be with their families this 
season. This is a sacrifice that most cannot imagine unless they have been through it.  Some of them are 
your family and neighbors.   They deserve our kindness and appreciation and perhaps some help.  Ask what 
you can do to help them and their families, some of whom may be in need at this time of year.     Perhaps a 
good time to contribute to the Department Commander’s charity – Operation Comfort Warrior! 
 
 We must not forget that we still have troops who are making the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms.  
With the ongoing conflicts in various parts of the world,  more  of our troops are in extremely hazardous 
areas.   Freedoms that way too many take for granted.   
 
As we look to a new year,  I personally hope that Congress – both House and Senate:  Independents,  Dem-
ocrats and Republicans, will do the job we sent them to do when we voted for them.   That is to compro-
mise and to LEGISLATE.   Too much time is spent attacking each other.  I noted this a year ago and not 
much seems to have changed in Washington, DC. 
 
Does all of this make you frustrated?  As I have noted in the past,  you need to contact your elected offi-

cials and let them know. We voted them into office and we can vote them out of office. They should be ad-

dressing our concerns. But they don’t know what those concerns are unless we tell them.   We need to  

make our voices be heard.    Again I continue to encourage everyone to go to www.legion.org , legislative 

and sign up for the grassroots action center.   It takes but a few minutes and then you can easily send 

emails to Congress on pending legislation. 

This time of year is also a great time for buddy checks.  Don’t forget to reach out to family and friends.    

The holidays can be a depressing time for many.   Let’s connect.   No regrets.   

Remember:  BE THE ONE.   Saving lives.   Changing lives.   One at a time. 

John Lenotte, National Executive Committeeman Department of MA; 
Member, American Institute of Parliamentarians.  Local Board Member, Selective Service System.     I may 
be reached at jplenotte@gmail.com 
 

Legion Leadership at the Connecticut Commanders Banquet Sopia Blake Department President, PNC John P. 

”Jake” Comer, Jessie Limanek Detachment Commander and Scott Conner  Department Commander 

http://www.legion.org
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   Auxiliary National Vice President 

    Dr. Coral May Grout was elected 
and installed as National Vice Pres-
ident of the American Legion Aux-
iliary on August 27, 2025 at the 
annual National Convention in 
Tampa, Florida.  She resides in the 
Department of Massachusetts and 
is a member of Eugene M. Connor 
Unit 193in Winchendon, Massa-
chusetts. 

Coral’s eligibility is through her 
father, Charles E. Grout, who 
served in the U.S. Air Force in the 
Philippines and Australia during 
WWII. Also she adds military ser-
vice of her grandfather, Stanislas 
Laplante, who served in the U.S. 

Army during WWI. 
Throughout her more than 70 
years of membership, she has 
served several unit-, district-, and 
department-level chairmanships 
and offices, including the district 
Education chair for 25 years and 
department president three times. 
At the National level, she has 
served as chair of Children & 
Youth, Veterans Affairs & Rehabili-
tation, Education (twice), Ameri-
canism, Constitution & Bylaws, 
Public Relations, Legislative, Lead-
ership, Community Service, and 
Junior Activities committees. In 
addition, she served on the Na-
tional Executive Committee, and 
as national secretary and national 
historian. 
After receiving a bachelor’s degree 
from Mount Holyoke College, Cor-
al earned a Master of Education 
degree from Boston College and 
then took her love for learning to 
the next level by graduating with a 
Doctor of Education degree from 
the University of Massachusetts. 
 
Coral is a retired superintendent of 
schools, former assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum and in-

struction, middle school adminis-
trator, and middle school teacher. 
She was an adjunct faculty at 
Franklin Pierce University and 
Worcester State University. For the 
last 14 years, Coral has been a 
Massachusetts Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education 
consultant for underperforming 
school districts and RETELL. She is 
a national presenter on grant writ-
ing and leadership topics, and also 
on the board of directors for Trust-
ed Financial Life Insurance Corpo-
ration in Milwaukee. She was the 
treasurer for the Mount Holyoke 
College Class of 1975 multiple 
times and is a Leader and Eucha-
ristic Minister for the St. Vincent 
de Paul Catholic Church. She was 
town moderator for Winchendon, 
Mass, ending her nine years at the 
helm in May, 2025. 
 
Coral lives in Massachusetts and 
Florida with her cat, Chloe. Her 
favorite pastimes include traveling, 
playing golf, exercising, and gar-
dening. She is an only child to 
Charles and Rachel Grout 
(deceased). 
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  Cliff Notes 

   

 

   

 
DETACHMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

PNC “CLIFF NOTES” 
 

 
PARTNERSHIP FOR KIDS  

 
A new fillable donation form for those who want to donate directly to the hospital in your area. Is available on the De-
partment Website and the following page. We have a new contact person, Bryanna Grimes at Boston Children’s 
Hospital. I spoke with her and explained the program to her. She is looking forward to working with us.    
 

Remember: It’s All About the Kids 
 

DETACHMENT WEBMASTER 

We are looking for someone who would be interested in taking over the duties of the Detachment Webmaster. The 

web site is currently shut down as we are looking to retool and modernize the site. If there is any member in the De-

tachment who has expertise in setting up and maintaining web sites, we would greatly appreciate you joining our 

Detachment Team. You would also be maintaining our Detachment Facebook page and be involved in setting up 

any other social media platforms that may be deemed appropriate.  

Maintaining the site would be at your own home and at your own leisure. When we have the site once again up and 

running it would require only a few hours a month of editing for various items. The website is a crucial part of our 

communication process. Taking on this position would be a tremendous help to the Detachment and help provide 

many benefits to all our members here in Massachusetts. 

If anyone is interested in becoming the Detachment Webmaster, please contact Mark McCue at the following: 

MEDIA, COMMUNICATIONS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY –  
Chairman Mark B. McCue, 
 878 Stafford St., Rochdale, MA 01542 
 Cell: 508-328-0970   Home:  e- mail markbmccue@gmail.com     

 

Keep carrying on for God and Country. 

Clifford Smith 
Past National Commander 
cliffpnc@gmail.com 

mailto:markbmccue@gmail.com
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   Dream Maker 
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   Army Navy Game 
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   Army Navy Game 

  

 

 



 

 

  Around the Department—Commanders Banquet 
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  Around the Department—Commanders Banquet 
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  Around the Department—Commander Banquet 
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  Around the Department—Appreciation 
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  Around the Department—Flying Flags for Heros 

 

 Around the Department—Flags for First Graders 
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  Around the Department—Uxbridge Unit 33 

 

 Around the Department—Salute to Service Clinton Post 50 
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Unit 33 in Uxbridge held a drive to collect necessities for soldiers serving over seas. We arw happy to work with Thanks To 

Yanks who will be sending our goodies to service men and woman from the Massachusetts National Guard stationed in Afri-

ca. Thank you to everyone who donated, and thank you to our Soldiers.  

https://www.facebook.com/thankstoyanks?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVyt8RcYdiynNZyILGAti0xOcDG6dcpuqW8jlBEwzkKlB621NvUUWzH89HJuQAudKZpGSan3tQ3ubUrdQfBiXJe0UvjVTnqANW1Vh3zjeu0T4qM8EQ9lKUyowRdBYxLYiBxK8vhOWSIhoX9RuHoiDJYZMGaI41V6u4Kbddwb6HoqtjZQoV7lwwMCZldlBfS_ay9jSZdHIQ7G
https://www.facebook.com/thankstoyanks?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVyt8RcYdiynNZyILGAti0xOcDG6dcpuqW8jlBEwzkKlB621NvUUWzH89HJuQAudKZpGSan3tQ3ubUrdQfBiXJe0UvjVTnqANW1Vh3zjeu0T4qM8EQ9lKUyowRdBYxLYiBxK8vhOWSIhoX9RuHoiDJYZMGaI41V6u4Kbddwb6HoqtjZQoV7lwwMCZldlBfS_ay9jSZdHIQ7G
https://www.facebook.com/nationalguard?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVyt8RcYdiynNZyILGAti0xOcDG6dcpuqW8jlBEwzkKlB621NvUUWzH89HJuQAudKZpGSan3tQ3ubUrdQfBiXJe0UvjVTnqANW1Vh3zjeu0T4qM8EQ9lKUyowRdBYxLYiBxK8vhOWSIhoX9RuHoiDJYZMGaI41V6u4Kbddwb6HoqtjZQoV7lwwMCZldlBfS_ay9jSZdHIQ7G


 

 

  Around the Department—Vernon Hill Post 435 

 

 Around the Department—Oxford Unit 58 
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  Around the Department—District 4 Fundraiser 
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 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 1125 819 72.80% 

3 HAMPDEN/FRANKLIN/HAMPSHIRE 3169 2184 68.92% 

4 WORCESTER 4303 3054 70.97% 

5 MIDDLESEX 3347 2301 68.75% 

6 NORFOLK 2206 1523 69.04% 

7 SUFFOLK 1123 792 70.53% 

8 ESSEX 2313 1678 72.55% 

9 BRISTOL 2260 1405 62.77% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 3404 2341 68.77% 

297 CAPITOL HILL 405 506 124.94% 

462 HEADQUARTERS 848 390 45.99% 

     

 National Quota 24503 16993 69.35% 

 Calendar 

  2026 Membership Standing as of  November 28, 2025 

Start Date Time Event Location 

12/7/2025  Pearl Harbor Day  

12/14/2025 1”00 PM District 1 Meeting Dalton Post 155 

12/25/25-
12/28/25 

 Merry Christmas 
Office Closed 

 

1/1/2026  Happy New Year  

1/3/20026 11:00 AM Department E-Board ZOOM 

Next Target Date 12/10/2025 75% 
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 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 202 160 79.21% 

3 

HAMPDEN/FRANKLIN 

HAMPSHIRE 637 337 52.90% 

4 WORCESTER 1064 541 50.85% 

5 MIDDLESEX 949 435 45.84% 

6 NORFOLK 365 165 45.21% 

7 SUFFOLK 95 36 37.89% 

8 ESSEX 629 390 62.00% 

9 BRISTOL 263 127 48.29% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 754 432 57.29% 

462 HEADQUARTERS 149 89 59.73% 

     

 National Quota 5,107 2,712 53.10% 

  ALA—Spirit of Youth Scholarship 

2026 Membership Standing as of  November 28, 2025 

National Headquarters will award each department/state one recipient a scholarship of $1,000. From the 
potential 52 department/state scholarship recipients, the National Education Committee will select five 
recipients (one per division) who will receive a $5,000 scholarship in lieu of the $1000 department/state 
scholarship.  

Eligibility and Rules: 

• Candidates for this award shall be/shall have been Junior members of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
have held membership in the American Legion Auxiliary for the past three consecutive years and must 
be a paid member for the current (2026) membership year. 

• Applicant must continue their membership in the American Legion Auxiliary during the scholarship 
period. Applicants must be in their senior year of high school or be a senior equivalent. 

• This is a scholarship to attend an accredited institution of higher education. Applicants must be of 
good character and have grades that meet entrance requirements at the institution of their choice. 
Applicants must have at least a 3.0 GPA using a 4.0 scale. 

• Essay answers must have a minimum of 600 characters in length. This requirement ensures that re-
sponses are detailed enough to fully address the question given. All essays will be reviewed using AI 
tools to help ensure originality. These tools assist in identifying potential plagiarism and detecting AI-
generated content. Applicants that rely heavily on AI will be disqualified.  

 
Go to www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Sppirst-of-youth for additional information 
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  2026 S.A.L. Membership Standing as of November 28, 2025 

 District Goal Current % 

1 BERKSHIRE 231 144 62.34% 

3 

HAMPDEN/FRANKLIN /

HAMPSHIRE 772 333 43.13% 

4 WORCESTER 1010 509 50.40% 

5 MIDDLESEX 1256 303 23.12% 

6 NORFOLK 835 630 75.45% 

7 SUFFOLK 196 114 58.16% 

8 ESSEX 442 195 44.12% 

9 BRISTOL 280 109 38.93% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 795 327 41.13% 

 National Goal  5817 2664 45.84% 

 November Edition of The Millennium 

Next Target Date:12/10/2025 45% 

Go to Masslegion.org/newsletter for your copy 
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  Post Events 
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  Post Events 

 

 



 

 

Page 39 

  Post Events 
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  Post Events 
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Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department 

of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guide­lines for submissions.  

 

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save 

your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to 

make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • 

WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho­

tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embed­ded in the article) as high reso­

lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track 

them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap­

tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.  
 

• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help 

us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing 

program.  

 

• E-mail everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no 
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next 
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any­

thing with you.  

“Veterans Strengthening America” 

T H E  A M E R M A S S A C H U S E T T S  I C A N  L E G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire: 

Send your email address to:  deptaddjutant@masslegion.org or to the Editor at  

fmacdonald53@comcast.net.   

Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service?  Send the Department 

office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you. 

The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc. 

Room 546-2, State House 

Boston, MA 02133 

Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @ 

The American Legion Department of Massachusetts 

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of  

The American Legion Media Alliance 

TALMA 


