
 

 

Commander’s Corner 

July 2024 

Hello and welcome to all of 

the Massachusetts Ameri-

can Legion Family.  I would 

like to introduce myself.  I 

am Nelson Izaak Blake and I 

am the recently elected De-

partment Commander for 

the 2024-2025 legion year, 

as I was elected at the 

105th department conven-

tion,.  Many of you might 

remember me from my 

many years behind the cam-

era at many legion family 

events.  

As this Legion year is just 

starting lets not hold back 

Inside this issue: 

Volume 15 Issue 1   

on membership and reach-

ing out in our community.  

There are veterans that we 

are missing out on or that 

we have let their member-

ship expire.  No veteran 

should be left behind as all 

veterans should have a voice 

in this outstanding Depart-

ment.  As I said at conven-

tion I am here to serve all. 

Which means I am here to 

serve from the Blue hat 

member who is the lifeblood 

of the organization,  to our 

wise and knowledgeable 

Past National Commanders 

who are the sentinels of 

knowledge.    

We will also serve along 

with our program The Sons 

Of The American Legion, 

who help us with our many 

other programs and serve 

along side of The American 

Legion Auxiliary.  

In this year I would love to  

 

Commander Nelson Isaack Blake 
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   Commander’s Corner (Continued) 

see Massachusetts legion family work as one. 

I would like to see growth, as a department, in membership.  It is our job and as I said it a lot last year 
“Just do your Job”  

Membership is not just one person job.  It's all of our jobs as legion family members.  We should be hand-
ing out bunches of Bronze Brigade awards at convention, if we are all doing your job and not just letting 
this outstanding organization disappear.  

We as a department have many issues that we may be confronting in or own posts, districts or even from 
within the commonwealth we need to push the needs of all veterans in the commonwealth as we are the 
voice of the voiceless and the bodies that can be counted on when changes need to be made.  We are the 
veterans that can fight the fight, no matter what needs to be done we are here to make the legion family 
strong and to help our fellow veterans, even if they are not part of our organization.  

On a lighter note, here is hoping to see as many of you at the national convention in New Orleans in Au-
gust and after the convention we have many many chances to promote membership in this outstanding 
department. 

 

Yours in service, 

 

Nelson Izaak Blake 

Department Commander 

Gold Brigade: A Legionnaire who recruits 50 or more new members (excluding any transfers) into The 
American Legion by the May target date will qualify for this award. The gifts awarded to a Gold Brigade 
recipient will depend on the number of times he or she has qualified for this award). 

Silver Brigade: A Legionnaire who recruits 25 to 49 new members (excluding any transfers) into The Amer-
ican Legion by the May target date will qualify for this award. A silver pin and certificate will be awarded. 
NOTE: Silver Brigade and Gold Brigade awards cannot both be awarded to a recruiter during the same 
membership year. 

Bronze Brigade: A Legionnaire who recruits 15 to 24 new members (excluding any transfers) into The 
American Legion by the May target date will qualify for this award. A Bronze Brigade patch and certificate 
will be awarded. NOTE: Bronze, Silver and Gold Brigade awards cannot be awarded to a recruiter during 
the same membership year. 
 
 
 
 

  Membership Awards—Bronze Brigade 
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   President's Message 

To my American Legion Family, 

Congratulations to all of your new officers. We look forward to working together and having a successful 

year.  

It is an honor to be able to reach out to the American Legion Family and share  what brought me into this 

organization and “Why” after all these years I am still a member.  

I only walked into American Legion Post 122 because a friend asked me to and told me they had Country & 

Western Music, which to this day is my music of choice.  

Not too long after, I began working there parttime as a bartender. Of course, this brought me into contact 

with some very special ALA members, namely Mary Dodson and Audrey Sarfde. One night they called me 

over and said they would like me to join the Auxiliary if I was eligible especially as  I worked there. I told 

them I was eligible as my dad was a WWII Navy Veteran. Thus, I became a member of Methuen Unit 122 

in 1969. These new friends treated me like an equal from day one, which is very important.  So, like those 

ladies reached out to me, I am reaching out to those of you who are eligible to join but have not.  

Until I asked him to join the Legion, the subject of being a member had never come up. In fact, dad never 

talked about his time in the service.  I can still see my father sitting by the jukebox, having a beer and play-

ing “I Did it My Way” by Frank Sinatra.  

I had grown up knowing about my dad was a veteran as he was in and out of the VA Hospital in Togus, ME 

many times over the years. He would always come home bragging about the volunteers and bring us gifts 

they had helped him make. It makes me proud to say, “I am one of those volunteers.” When I walk 

through the door at the Chelsea Soldiers Home and see the smiles on our Veteran’s faces, it makes me so 

happy. They, too, have become like family to me.   

The Membership Theme of “A Country Reunion” goes back to my beginning as a member and to the 1989

-1990 year when I served as Dept. President and used Country Music as my theme. Having a husband who 

sang and played that type of music was a bonus.  

Having the privilege to share information in the E-Legionnaire provides an awesome opportunity for us  to 

make friends along the way we may never meet in person as I did when I worked in the Dept. Office sever-

al years ago. So many good things have happened in my life due to my membership in this great organiza-

tion.  

We will continue to stress the importance of how much the “Be the One” program is helping to save lives.  

In Service, Not Self 

Donna Blattenberger 
Department President 



 

 

Page 4 

   Membership—DSVC Scott Connor 

The 2025 Membership “Renewal” period begins fresh on 1 July 2024.  So the question that comes to mind 
is “If a new member is signed up for 2025 Membership year, are they eligible for Legion benefits 1 July 
through 31 December 2024 (new member).  A discussion for another day.  Hopefully everyone (meaning 
Posts) has new membership cards.  Remember, as with any other program, Scouting, Youth Sports, Ma-
son’s, Rotary, strong membership is essential.  Membership gives us the strength in not only our own pro-
grams, but a voice in Congress.  To get noticed in Congress, you must be loud, and 2 million voices can be 
very loud.  Our programs and Veterans benefits depend on a loud and clear voice. 

Retention:  I’m going to pick on my own District for a minute.  Though new members are certainly needed 
to enrich The American Legion, retaining our current membership is just as, if not more, vital.  377 paid 
members from 2023 did not renew for 2024, ouch!   

187  ~ 1- 4 yrs of mbrshp, 190  ~  5 – 76 yrs mbrshp.  Why does a member with 20 continuous years not re-
new?  Maybe we should Buddy Check, and invite them back to the Post, just a thought.  109 non-renewing 
members are from the GW/Terrorism group, these Veterans are the “younger” ones we seek, but they are 
slipping out the back door.  Also, 14 WWII veterans did not renew, I know, but they all didn’t.  Couldn’t we 
pay their dues.  These numbers only reflect District 4, Department wide we lost 1400+ (as of 6-3) out the 
back door.  Imagine, with the 1400 non-renewals, and the 850 new members (great job, by the way), we 
could be close to the front stage at the National Convention. 

Training:  Many great training programs, especially for membership can be located at Legion.org/training.  
Membership moments with Matt Jabaut (National Membership & Post Activities Chairman), Training in a 
Box – Membership Development & Retention and Membership recruitment are just a few topics that are 
available.   

Magic Wand:  Sorry no magic wand here.  Just hard work, knowing where to look.  The membership team 
will be providing you with the information and the tools for another great year.  We will also be creating 
membership teams in each of the 9 Districts.  More info coming to the District Commanders soon. 

Kudos:  To all the Districts and Posts, very encouraging new membership numbers, and the Department’s 
overall retention numbers being a full .5% above national avg, shows momentum as we further distance 
ourselves from the pandemic.  Great job from everyone.  Let’s continue this growth and have a great year 
to come. 

Thank you, please call your membership team for support (or suggestions) and use your MyLegion.org ac-
count to effectively review your membership health. 

Thank you, 

Scott Conner 
Sr. Vice Commander 
Membership Chairman 
Department of Massachusetts 
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   Softball 

 

**Tonight history was made! The state of Massachusetts held its 1st ever American Legion Softball game! ** 
 
**Here’s the game changer recap: Cherry Valley Post 443 Victorious Over Post 117 Framingham** 
 
*By GameChanger Media* 
 
Cherry Valley Post 443 triumphed over Post 117 Framingham 6-1 on Tuesday. 
 
Post 117 Framingham got on the board in the first inning after #4 singled, scoring one run. 
 
Chloe Tuttle singled, helping Cherry Valley Post 443 tie the game at one in the bottom of the third. 
 
In the bottom of the fifth, Cherry Valley Post 443 broke up the tie when Tuttle singled, scoring two runs. Then a line out by Ava Lamothe fol-
lowed to extend the lead to 6-1. 
 
Erin Connor led things off in the circle for Cherry Valley Post 443. She allowed three hits and one run (zero earned) over three innings, striking 
out four and walking three. Mia Manca threw three innings of scoreless ball for Cherry Valley Post 443 in relief, allowing zero hits, striking out 
nine, and walking two. 
 
Cherry Valley Post 443 accumulated nine hits in the game. Grace Dias and Tuttle were a force together in the lineup, as they each collected 
two hits for Cherry Valley Post 443 while hitting back-to-back. Tuttle led Cherry Valley Post 443 with two runs batted in, going 2-for-2 on the 
day. Dias, Anna Diggins, and Ava Askren each stole multiple bases for Cherry Valley Post 443, stealing a total of eight bases in the game. 
 
#4, #1, and #3 each collected one hit for Post 117 Framingham. #4 went 1-for-3 at the plate and led the team with one run batted in. #9 led 
Post 117 Framingham with two walks. Overall, the team had a strong eye at the plate, piling up five walks for the game. 
 
#MassLegionSoftball #CherryValleyPost443Softball #InauguralSeason #HistoricGame #CommunityPride  

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/masslegionsoftball?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUESYzxPA35HNh3dmccFepk3Bbo8nDxVeNYmf4tZXn2DE34UiOthkgI5Zen0ebOXFmmlpqjFck755gGQWFmTX5wiSHY5jP0ZrpTB75PfuMaMIYsQgOZprgdMDichMobJD0xjOV-GT43tfzPqUeENUVmESJkky7w0fYzEPH1Wu0wH1tHSCfoGH
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cherryvalleypost443softball?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUESYzxPA35HNh3dmccFepk3Bbo8nDxVeNYmf4tZXn2DE34UiOthkgI5Zen0ebOXFmmlpqjFck755gGQWFmTX5wiSHY5jP0ZrpTB75PfuMaMIYsQgOZprgdMDichMobJD0xjOV-GT43tfzPqUeENUVmESJkky7w0fYzEPH1Wu0wH
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/inauguralseason?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUESYzxPA35HNh3dmccFepk3Bbo8nDxVeNYmf4tZXn2DE34UiOthkgI5Zen0ebOXFmmlpqjFck755gGQWFmTX5wiSHY5jP0ZrpTB75PfuMaMIYsQgOZprgdMDichMobJD0xjOV-GT43tfzPqUeENUVmESJkky7w0fYzEPH1Wu0wH1tHSCfoGHPHj
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/historicgame?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUESYzxPA35HNh3dmccFepk3Bbo8nDxVeNYmf4tZXn2DE34UiOthkgI5Zen0ebOXFmmlpqjFck755gGQWFmTX5wiSHY5jP0ZrpTB75PfuMaMIYsQgOZprgdMDichMobJD0xjOV-GT43tfzPqUeENUVmESJkky7w0fYzEPH1Wu0wH1tHSCfoGHPHj3ro
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/communitypride?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUESYzxPA35HNh3dmccFepk3Bbo8nDxVeNYmf4tZXn2DE34UiOthkgI5Zen0ebOXFmmlpqjFck755gGQWFmTX5wiSHY5jP0ZrpTB75PfuMaMIYsQgOZprgdMDichMobJD0xjOV-GT43tfzPqUeENUVmESJkky7w0fYzEPH1Wu0wH1tHSCfoGHPHj3
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   Girls State 

Kate Powers Girls State 2021 
From Massachusetts Girls State, to Massachusetts Girl State 

Staff, to the 2024 Olympic Trials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kate Powers was a 2021 Girls State Citizen from Hopkinton High School.  She was a Redshirt Freshman this 
past year at The University of Kentucky on the track and field team.  She primarily throws the Weight and 
the Hammer.  After her best throw of 215'7”/65.72 meters she moved her to third all-time in the UK all-
time performers list, placed her ninth in her first NCAA Outdoor Championships and qualified for the 2024 
Olympic Trails.  Kate has been on the MA Girls State Staff the past two years and was set to attend the 
2024 program before qualifying. We are so excited for Kate to compete to represent the United States in 
Paris! 
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   How to request ceremonial rifles 

American Legion posts in good standing 
can request ceremonial rifles. These rifles 
are property of the U.S. Army and are on-
ly on loan to posts. All information per-
taining to ceremonial rifles, including the 
storage of, requests forms, damaged or 
unserviceable rifles and more, is found 
on page 115 of The American Legion’s 
Post Officer’s Guide.  

To request ceremonial post rifle(s), am-
munition or surplus military equipment: 

Complete this form. Please note that on-
ly a post commander or post adjutant 
may submit this request. The request 
form requires a physical address (not a 

P.O. Box number), a telephone number, a contact person, the number of active members, and the 
post commander’s or adjutant’s signature. The recipient must be a person, not a place of business. 
State the number of rifles desired, up to a maximum of 15. Failure to include any requirement will re-
sult in the letter of request being returned to the post. 

1. Forward the form to your department headquarters, Attn: Department Adjutant. All requests for sur-
plus military equipment must first go through your department headquarters to verify the legitimacy of 
the post making the request. Your department headquarters will forward the completed and approved 
form to the National Security Division at The American Legion’s Washington, D.C., office. 

To request clips, download the form. To request blanks, download the form.  

It is important to provide the request form to your department headquarters and not the U.S. Army TA-
COM as that will only delay the process. 

Once TACOM receives the properly endorsed request provided by The American Legion’s Washington 
office, processing will begin and an eligibility package will be sent to the post. The package will include the 
checklist and forms required for completion by the post commander or adjutant. Return the original forms 
to TACOM. At this time, it takes approximately 90 days for rifles to be shipped after receipt of the eligibil-
ity requirements from the post. Currently, TACOM only issues M-1 Garand rifles. The U.S. Army TACOM 
website, tacom.army.mil/ilsc/donations, is a good source for questions on the military weapons and 
equipment program. 

 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/27IA1123%20Post%20Officers%20Guide.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/27IA1123%20Post%20Officers%20Guide.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/NS.Request_for_Ceremonial_Rifles_Ammunition_or_Equipment_Form.pdf
https://www.legion.org/security/260752/ceremonial-rifle-clips-request-form
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/ceremonial_rifle_blanks.pdf
https://tacom.army.mil/ilsc/donations
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   Marketing 

 Greetings American Legion Family. With department convention behind us and the summer heat arriving early I hope 
this edition finds you and your loved ones in good spirits as a new American Legion year begins.  

      With summer comes our first American Legion Department fundraiser and that is our yearly return address label pro-
gram.  Labels will be distributed by the national organization on behalf of the department later this month. Please consider a 
donation when you receive them as monies raised by this program are earmarked for the department's Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation fund which helps veterans recover from illness, disabilities and ailments and is of course the first of our "Four 
Pillars".  Any donation helps in this continuing and worthwhile endeavor.  

      Please remember we can all be involved in increasing  brand awareness of The American Legion by wearing any type 
of American Legion apparel whether it be a hat, T shirt or polo shirt. This will often lead to people asking you about the organi-
zation.  Please let people know what we do and that we are still here and still relevant and important to the community, state 
and nation. We can often be our best one on one marking tool. 

 

 

Mike Davis PNEC Marketing Chairman 

   Legislation– VotersVoice 

The American Legion’s Legislative Division uses VoterVoice as its grassroots advocacy platform for con-
necting American Legion members and advocates with their members of Congress. VoterVoice allows The 
American Legion to contact every member of Congress on large, national campaigns as well as target spe-
cific members on key committees that pertain to The American Legion’s legislative priorities. 

In 2023, The American Legion conducted action alert campaigns that resulted in nearly 48,000 emails sent 
to Congress by Legionnaires and advocates. 

Contact your congressional representatives 
You can contact your representative through our campaigns located on our Legislative Action Cen-
ter,  votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home. Be sure to share The American Legion’s legislative priorities 
using the Legislative Agenda when you contact their office. While you are there be sure to sign up for our 
legislative alerts so you can stay up to date on all of The American Legion’s legislative campaigns. 

 

https://votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home
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   Editorial—PDC John P. Lenotte 

Congratulations to all the new officers at Department, District and Post level for the year 2024-2025.  Alt-

hough many Posts do not meet in July or August, now is the time to solidify plans for the upcoming year.  

Waiting until September will cost you months of work.  The Legion Officers Guide, page 20, offers an Analy-

sis of Post Operations.  This can be a good self-audit.    There is a lot of great information in the Guide, I rec-

ommend everyone take a look at it whether you are a new Officer or have not reviewed it in some time.   

As noted in the past, the first step in recruiting is retention.   Look at who has not paid their dues in the last 

few years and reach out to them.   Another point often overlooked is communications.   Are you letting 

your members know what is happening at the Post?   Are you communicating with your local community, 

including leaders? 

As we approach the 4th of July along with the fireworks and barbecues, let us not forget the true meaning 

of the holiday.   INDEPENDENCE DAY.   The formation of our great country.   July 4, 1776.    Next year will 

begin the celebrations, recognizing the beginning of the American Revolution some 250 years ago.   I look 

at this as 2 years of not only looking back but also looking forward.   How far we have come as a nation and 

how much more we have to accomplish.   Not as separate political parties or our varied backgrounds.  But 

that we are all Americans!    Our diversity is a strength.   Let us not have some use it to try to divide us. 

It is not too early to think about how we can be involved in the celebrations.   What is your community 

planning?   Is your Post involved?   This will be a good time to show community involvement and may lead 

to gaining some new members.  

Note:  In 2026 the Tall Ships will be returning to Boston and the USS Constitution will be leading the pa-

rade!     Personal Note:  Big thanks to Milton Lashus and Judy Hall for allowing my wife Elaine and I to join 

them at the Change of Command ceremony at the USS Constitution on June 21.   A once in a lifetime expe-

rience.   The first female Commander relinquishing command to the now 2nd female Commander! 

Remember:  BE THE ONE.   Saving lives.   Changing lives.   One at a time. 

John Lenotte, Alternate National Executive Committeeman Department of MA; 
Past Commander, Post 4 Haverhill MA; Past Commander District 8 Essex County and Past Commander, Department of MA.     
Member American Legion National Media and Communications Commission.    Member, American Institute of Parliamentarians.  
Local Board Member, Selective Service System.     I may be reached at jplenotte@gmail.com 
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   Legion Calls for swift passage of Dole Act 

The American Legion was one of several veteran service 
organizations who gathered in Washington, D.C., today to 
urge passage of H.R. 8371, the Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st 
Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improvement 
Act. 

Chanin Nuntavong, executive director of The American 
Legion’s Government Affairs Office in Washington, D.C., 
joined with former Sen. Dole, as well as representatives 
from the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Wounded Warrior 
Project, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Disabled Ameri-

can Veterans, Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS), Military Officers Association of America 
and the National Coalition for Homeless Veterans. All of the participants called for passage of H.R. 8371, 
with Nuntavong opening his remarks focused on how the legislation can benefit rural veterans. 

Nuntavong shared the story of Dan and Jeri McKeaney, who were in a motorcycle accident while riding 
with the local chapter of their Marine Riders Group. Both were transported to a hospital by Emergency Air 
Medical Services (EMS), which Dan credited with saving his life. 

“He credits the extraordinary pre-hospital care from the EMS team and believes he's alive today because 
of them,” Nuntavong said. “Section 143 (of the bill) ensures that rural air ambulance services receive the 
funding they need to continue offering these vital, lifesaving services. 

“This bill will also strengthen rural America. Rural veterans encounter distinct challenges in accessing 
healthcare. In an emergency, every minute counts, which is why Emergency Air Medical Services can make 
the difference between life and death.” 

Other key provisions of the Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Im-
provement Act include: 

·         Increasing Home-Based Care Resources. Expands access to home- and community-based services at 
every VA medical center, which would provide severely ill and aging veterans with more and better op-
tions to receive their care at home rather than in institutions. 

·         Improving Access to Care. Helps ensure that decisions between veterans and their VA providers 
about seeking care in the community are honored. Enhances access to critical residential rehabilitation 
treatment programs for mental health and substance use disorder treatment. 

·         Honoring the Fallen. Expands education benefits for surviving families. Removes archaic language 
that penalizes surviving spouses from moving forward after their loss. 

·         Supporting Homeless Veterans. Raises the grant and per-diem rate for veteran homelessness pro-
viders who partner with VA and provide rideshares to veterans for medical, housing and employment ap-
pointments and ensure veterans can get the resources they need to be lifted out of homelessness. 
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   Dole Act (Continued) 

·         Caring for Caregivers. Creates mental health care grants for certain caregivers who become strained 
by the demands of providing help and support to veterans with heightened needs. Provides a pathway to 
advocacy for organizations to provide veteran families support navigating VA’s caregiver and long-term 
care services. 

“We also advocate for veterans' right to choose where they spend their final days,” Nuntavong said. 
“Currently, the VA provides burial support only if the veteran passes on VA property. Section 30, known as 
Gerald’s Law, aims to extend this benefit to veterans who wish to spend their remaining time at home. 
Named after Gerald Elliott, a proud Legionnaire, this section honors his story. 

“Gerald, like many veterans, faced the choice between spending his final days in a hospital or at home 
with his family. He chose home, but due to an obscure federal regulation, his family did not receive VA 
support. This change seeks to rectify such situations, ensuring that all veterans and their families receive 
the support they deserve.” 

Nuntavong also pointed out the education and employment component of H.R. 8371 and the negative im-
pact of failing to pass the legislation. “H.R. 8371 puts veterans to work,” he said. “In the past five years, 
14,000 women and men have graduated from the Veteran Employment Through Technology Education 
Courses (VET-TEC) program.  VET-TEC has provided these veterans with the skills and knowledge to com-
pete for in-demand tech sector careers. In addition, graduates reported salaries that can support them 
and their families. Without Section 102, VET-TEC would be shuttered.” 

Dole also spoke, calling for a sense of urgency from Congress. “Like all bipartisan initiatives, each side was 
asked to make some sacrifices. Now, the time has come to move this bill forward and deliver all its promis-
es,” she said. “The resources, reforms and improvements contained in this legislation are precisely the 
types of advances that only Congress can provide. And I don’t see how we can truly care for our veteran 
community if we wait another day to get it passed. 

“For all those who have served and all those considering service in the future, this is a moment to show 
that we can put politics aside, even when it’s an election year, and come together to perform a most no-
ble responsibility: to care for all who have borne the battle. Bring this bill to the floor now.” 

Nuntavong closed by offering a frank message about the importance of passing H.R. 8371. “If the Senator 
Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improvement Act is not passed, all the pro-
grams we have discussed today are in jeopardy,” he said. “Veterans and their families and caregivers will 
see reduced health-care services and reduced employment opportunities.” 

American Legion Family members wanting to contact their members of Congress to urge passage of H.R. 
8371 can do so here,  

https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Campaigns/116565/Respond
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    SAL Scholarships 

 

The three recipients of the Detachment of Massachusetts Past National Commander Scholarships are named in honor of 

John J. Smolinsky (Ryan Borthwick), Clifford Smith (Mac Mahoney), and Brian O'Hearn (Evan Fitzpatrick). 

 

All three scholarship recipients are alumni of Massachusetts Boys State. It's interesting to not that there were five delegates 

who were alumni of Massachusetts Boys State in attendance. Two of these five alumni of Boys State will be going to 

Stonehill College next week for the 2024 program of Mass Boys State as counselors.  

Evan Gilpatrick attends Bates College, Mac Mahoney attends Dartmouth College, and Ryan Borthwick attends Norwich Uni-

versity Both Evan and Mac are Samsung Scholars.  

We had a special guest at the 56th Annual Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Mass Convention, National 

Vice Commander of the Northeast for the Sons of The American John Cook (NH).  

A special thanks to NVC John Cook and his wife Denise for visiting the Sons of The American Legion Detachment of 

Mass Convention.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/165889103852190/user/100069758453778/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWA4A2Gw9zFakmZDheSHyYRhHuyhxIfPxf7AhsrtEaCmo40eP7tD31IiXLyYauRTeE9P9tty_A9vPjewjOnJRWAm2vyM7UpOhbeVBJiNKP05dVaLRe3wmvAvNdFvPM219FuykNSzujOLFvP31tU09GlAZn7e5sjz9CpxicF8Dvafp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/165889103852190/user/100069503536507/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWA4A2Gw9zFakmZDheSHyYRhHuyhxIfPxf7AhsrtEaCmo40eP7tD31IiXLyYauRTeE9P9tty_A9vPjewjOnJRWAm2vyM7UpOhbeVBJiNKP05dVaLRe3wmvAvNdFvPM219FuykNSzujOLFvP31tU09GlAZn7e5sjz9CpxicF8Dvafp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/165889103852190/user/100069503536507/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWA4A2Gw9zFakmZDheSHyYRhHuyhxIfPxf7AhsrtEaCmo40eP7tD31IiXLyYauRTeE9P9tty_A9vPjewjOnJRWAm2vyM7UpOhbeVBJiNKP05dVaLRe3wmvAvNdFvPM219FuykNSzujOLFvP31tU09GlAZn7e5sjz9CpxicF8Dvafp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/165889103852190/user/100069503536507/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWA4A2Gw9zFakmZDheSHyYRhHuyhxIfPxf7AhsrtEaCmo40eP7tD31IiXLyYauRTeE9P9tty_A9vPjewjOnJRWAm2vyM7UpOhbeVBJiNKP05dVaLRe3wmvAvNdFvPM219FuykNSzujOLFvP31tU09GlAZn7e5sjz9CpxicF8Dvafp
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   100 Miles for Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings! 

 It’s that time again; we will be ramping up our efforts to raise some money using our 100 Mile 

Walk fundraiser. As many of you may be aware the national organization ended the One Hundred Miles 

for Hope initiative. However, I see no better way to raise awareness of The American Legion’s BE THE ONE 

campaign than to continue our ONE hundred mile walk. This year we will be leaving North Adams Friday 

Night August 2nd and arriving at American Legion Post 306 in Paxton, MA Sunday August 4th. This massive 

undertaking requires 40 hours of active participation and months of planning. Last time we had an RV (gas 

& rental fee), snacks & meals, drinks, shirts and raffle prizes that were needed to be paid for. It cost us 

nearly $2,000 to hold this event and we were able to raise $5,000 in total. Our dedicated team lived a 

barebones lifestyle that weekend to keep our spending at a minimum and averaged 15 miles per walker.  

Please consider donating this year by filling out the donation form as all monies raised will be go-

ing towards Department Commander Sandra Davis’ American Legion charity of the year, the Child Wel-

fare Foundation.  

All donations should be made out to American Legion Post 125 (Memo: 100 Mile Walk) and can be 

sent to: 

 ATTN: 100 Mile Walk Committee 
American Legion Post 125 

 PO BOX 667 
 North Adams, MA 01247 
 

 
Yours in Comradeship, 

Mitchell Keil 
100 Mile Walk Committee Chair  
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   100 Miles for Hope (Continued) 

 

! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donation Form: 
 

Please mark the area next to the donation you would like to make and 
add the corresponding names to the bottom 

You can also RSVP for the 100 Mile Walk Reception at the Paxton 
post below 

 
Donation must be in by June 30th to be on Banner/Shirts 

 
I would like to contribute: 
 

____ $20 per person and have my/our names added to the shirts the team 

will be wearing 
 

_____ $100 and have my name or organization on the banner attached to vehicle 

that will be with the walkers 
 

Names: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____ I/We will be in attendance at American Legion Post 306 in Pax-

ton, MA for the reception 
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   100 Miles for Hope (Continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s expected route follows Route 8 South through the Berk-
shires, crosses Skyline Trail to link with Route 20 East, various back roads 
to meet with Route 67, more back roads to Route 31, then a left turn on 
122/Pleasant St to the final post.  

 
 

Rest Locations: 
 

American Legion Post 155 Dalton, MA 
 

American Legion Post 124 Westfield, MA 
 

American Legion Post 207 West Springfield, MA 
 

American Legion Post 244 West Brookfield, MA 
 
 

RECEPTION: 
 

American Legion Post 306 Paxton, MA 
(885 Pleasant St. Paxton, MA) 
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   National Convention—WWII Museum Visit 
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   Baseball 
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   Women Veterans 
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  Veterans Voice Network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnZhLmdvdi9ib3N0b24taGVhbHRoLWNhcmUvZXZlbnRzLzY2NDY4LyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA2MjEuOTY2MDQwNzEifQ.eEqxPjLH76oI1TP-M0LKeN8989DKydvg


 

 

Page 20 

  VA Medical Center Brockton  
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  Around the Department— Department President’s Banquet 

 

   
JOIN US AS WE REMINISCE             

         AND HAVE FUN AT OUR  
 

“COUNTRY FAMILY REUNION!” 

   
TESTIMONIAL BANQUET in honor of 

Department President Donna Blattenberger 
 

Sunday, September 29, 2024 

Middleton Post 227  

69 River Street,  Middleton, MA 01949 

 

Social Hour: 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 

Dinner Served: 2 p.m. 

 
Donation:  $40.00  

 

Make checks payable to:  Methuen Unit No. 122 

 

and Mail to:    Beverly Monaco, Ticket Chairman 

    30 Seneca Street, Methuen, MA 01844 

  Telephone:  (978) 687-1987 

 

 Deadline for Reservations: is September 15, 2024 

. No tickets will be sold at the door.  
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  Around the Department— 2024 Massachusetts Convention 

 

 

Photos by Department Photographer Lisa Borges,  Many more to see go to our Facebook 

page facebook.com/masslegion.org 
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  Around the Department— Legislator and Law & Order 

 

 

Legislator of the Year State Representative  

Steven Xiarhos 5th Barnstable District 

Law and Order Awardees 
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  Around the Department— Camporee 
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  Around the Department— Boys State 
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   Around the Department—Middleboro Post 64 

    Members of Middleboro's Simeon L. Nickerson 
Post 64 of the American Legion, recently were in-
formed that member Jeffrey Montelo was awarded a 
first place gold medal for a drawing he submitted in 
the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival held in 
Colorado. 

     

    His winning artwork was of an aging bearded vet-
eran, which was titled "Through the eyes of a Veter-
an." His drawing had previously won top prize in a 
creative art contest held at the Brockton VA Medical 
Center, which qualified it for national competition. 

    

     Commenting on his drawing, he stated, "As I am a 
non-engaging person, art is my common denomina-
tor to initiate conversations with others and I get to 
enjoy the end result." 

      

     Mr. Montelo, a United States Marine Corps Vi-
etnam veteran, said this about his winning creation, 
"He's probably homeless and looking into his future 
and it looks a little brighter." 

     

     He is an active member of Post 64, where he served as Post Commander in 2014. Last weekend, at a 
state meeting of Massachusetts Legion officials in Worcester, he was named Commander of the American 
Legion's District 10, which is comprised of American Legion Posts in the South Shore of Massachusetts. 

     

     Also, he is a member of Middleboro's veterans Honor Guard, which provides a contingent of flag hold-
ers, a rifle squad and a bugler to play "Taps" at a veteran's funeral. 

     

      Jeffrey lives in Plympton, where he is an active member of the Fire Department's community response 
team. 

  

Jeff Montelo and is 1st lace Drawing, Photo By Bob Lessard  
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  Around the Department— Adams Post 160 

 

 

On May 26, 2024, the Adams American Legion host a couple of Memorial Day ceremonies.  This one was on top of 
Mount Greylock.   This is particular ceremony is to honor the Past Post Commanders of the Adams American Legion 
Post 160.  This picture was taken halfway up the mountain where there is a watering hole of fresh spring water.   This 
is the spot where in old Model T vehicles would have to stop to refill their radiators with the fresh water at this 
spot.  Today the watering hole is used to make a salute to our fallen comrades.   

Fourth from the right front row is Don Summers Past Post Commander of Adams Post 160.  To his left is Dennis St. 
Pierre the North Adams Past Post Commander.  On the other end third from the left is the Present Commander of 

On June 15, 2024, District 1 Commander Sylvia Lefebvre played 
Taps for North Adams American Legion Community Honor Guard 
Post 125 for the fallen comrade Staff Sergeant Jacob Galli-
her.   Jacob along with 7 others were killed during a training mission 
in the Sea of Japan.   Kim Jacobs Mother and Ivy his wife created a 
coffee shop named Jakes Java in his honor.   Jake leaves a wife and 
2 young children.  
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   Around the Department Middleboro Post 64 

 

Veteran appreciation Day on Saturday June 15th in Midddleboro, Ma. Put on by the Town Veterans Agent Steve 
Adelman.  Simeon L. Nickerson Post 64 participated by having a table with information about the American Legion. 
Legion members were Wayne Packard, Paul Provencher, Mary Standish and Paul Kreitzberg. 

  Around the Department Westfield Post 124 

Gravestone Preservation at beautiful and historic Middle Farms Cemetery 

on Monday, June 3, 2024 

The repairs include leveling and plumbing of gravestones. Numerous grave-

stones were treated with D/2 Biological Solution. 

Middle Farms is a historic and beautiful neighborhood cemetery.  

The team of veterans included Mark Platt, Rob Serra, Jackie Burdick, Rob 

Serra, and Gene Theroux - all U.S. Air Force veterans and Mike Conroy, a 

U.S. Navy Veteran. Volunteer Bigs Jakobowski assisted the veterans as they 

continued to preserve gravestones le Farms is a historic and beautiful 

neighborhood cemetery. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/165889103852190/user/100000096524473/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUinu9lWmNX_1trwv91nAtVkifWPZH950FSdJo0B3FfcMw0ScrW3zc97qzAdyx-KzHhGXYazpxGimuNj6hvPnET6k8l90DAVTyRn-TTBh50BR1YohiCpUhhXQLdWnDoItDGo9pMLqDVHZcAEDPDokWVFLmicnumCn7VaVPdJHBLeE
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 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 1236 1183 95.71% 

2 FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE 1275 1227 96.24% 

3 HAMPDEN 2438 2159 88.56% 

4 WORCESTER 4422 4379 99.03% 

5 MIDDLESEX 3807 3563 93.59% 

6 NORFOLK 2422 2288 94.47% 

7 SUFFOLK 1112 1118 100.54% 

8 ESSEX 2531 2410 95.22% 

9 BRISTOL 2736 2484 90.79% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 3709 3577 96.44% 

297 CAPITOL HILL 392 405 103.32% 

462 HEADQUARTERS 1000 988 98.80% 

     

 National Quota 27,080 25,781 95.20% 

 Calendar 

2024 Membership Standing as of  June 27, 2024 

    

8/23-8/29  National Convention  New Orleans, LA 

9/8/2024 1:00PM POW/MIA Battleship Massachusetts 

10/7-10/10  Fall Meetings Indianapolis, IN 

Department Membership Standings 2024 Membership Year 

District 7: Suffolk 100.54% 

District 4: Worcester 99.03% 

District 10: Plymouth, Barnstable, Dukes 

and Nantucket 96.44% 
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 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 204 187 91.7% 

2 FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE 260 264 101.5% 

3 HAMPDEN 347 388 111.8% 

4 WORCESTER 1039 1012 97.3% 

5 MIDDLESEX 906 926 102.2% 

6 NORFOLK 377 304 80.6% 

7 SUFFOLK 110 101 91.8% 

8 ESSEX 607 610 100.5% 

9 BRISTOL 279 251 90.0% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 802 756 94.3% 

462 HEADQUARTERS 583 112 19.2% 

     

 National Quota 5,514 4,911 89.1% 

  AEF - Emergency Assistance Grants 

2024 Membership Standing as of  June 28, 2024 

Members helping members – that’s the American Legion Auxiliary’s mission of Service Not Self in action. 
Hard times can fall upon us at any moment. That’s when the American Legion Auxiliary is committed to 
help. AEF is a national grant assistance program that provides financial assistance to eligible members of 
the American Legion Auxiliary who have endured a significant financial setback as the result of an act of 
nature or other personal crisis. 

Established in 1969, the AEF was created with a bequest from the estate of Auxiliary member Helen Colby 
Small of Burlington, Wisconsin. Five decades later, the AEF is still helping fellow Auxiliary members get 
back on their feet. To carry on the AEF for members in need of assistance, we need your generous sup-
port.  
 

Auxiliary Emergency Fund 
Since the Auxiliary Emergency Fund was established, more than $6 million has been awarded to more 
than 6,500 members. To continue providing this assistance, we need your generous support. Please do-
nate today and know that you are helping make a better tomorrow for your fellow Auxiliary members. 

 
 
ALA Members, donate $100 to AEF and receive by mail a beautiful Members Helping 
Members gold pin! 
Donate to AEF  

https://donate.legion-aux.org/CSiDonate/Give.aspx/7GY9YLFO
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  2024 S.A.L. Membership Standing as of June 27, 2024 

 

The Sons of The American Legion was created in 1932 as an organization within The American Le-
gion. The SAL is made up of boys and men of all ages whose parents or grandparents served in the Unit-
ed States military and became eligible for membership in The American Legion. Together, members of 
The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion make up 
what is known as the Legion Family. All three organizations place high importance on preserving our 
American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for our nation's children, caring for veterans 
and their families, and perhaps most importantly, teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship. 

The SAL has study programs recommended for younger members. One such program, called "The Ten 

Ideals," teaches the elements of patriotism, health, knowledge, training, honor, faith, helpfulness, cour-

tesy, reverence and comradeship. If a member completes the Ten Ideals program, he is eligible to con-

tinue with another program called the "Five-Point Program of Service." This program covers patriotism, 

citizenship, discipline, leadership and legionism. 

 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 206 223 108.25% 

2 FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE 234 239 102.14% 

3 HAMPDEN 392 476 121.43% 

4 WORCESTER 948 953 100.53% 

5 MIDDLESEX 1224 1219 99.59% 

6 NORFOLK 941 815 86.61% 

7 SUFFOLK 167 189 113.17% 

8 ESSEX 394 423 107.36% 

9 BRISTOL 237 272 114.77% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 689 769 111.61% 

 National Goal  5432 5578 102.69% 

  History 
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  Post Events 

 

 

Rockport, MA 
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  Post Events 
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  Post Events 

 

 

 

Supporting 
Our HomelessVeteran’s and 

Marvin’s Program to Help 

Veterans 

Revolutionary Ride or drive 

Who Done it 

COST PER PERSON $15 (Under 12 free) 

  

July 28, 2024 

Starting at: Merrill L. Simons American Legion Post 130 

1010 Thorndyke Street, Palmer 

Groups may register and start from 9:30 am to 11:00 am 
(no registrations after 11:00) 

  

Ending at: Dalton-Lavelle Post 224 

190 Pleasant St. Easthampton, MA 

Groups need to be back to post by 1 pm 
  

Lunch to follow at 1pm – Lunch only $15 
  

Raffles to support 

Our Homeless Vet-

eran’s and 

Marvin’s Program 

to Help Veteran’s 

  

 

  Sponsored by: 
American Legion Family Post 
130 
  
American Legion Family Post 
224 



 

 

Pa

  Post Events 
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  Post Events 
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  Post Events 
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  Post Events 
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Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department 

of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.  

 

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save 

your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to 

make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • 

WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho

tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high reso

lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track 

them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap

tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.  
 

• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help 

us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing 

program.  

 

• E-mail everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no 
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next 
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any

thing with you.  

“Still Serving America” 

T H E  A M E R M A S S A C H U S E T T S  I C A N  L E G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire: 

Send your email address to:  deptsecretary@masslegion.org or to the Editor at f 

macdonald53@comcast.net.   

Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service?  Send the Department 

office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you. 

The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc. 

Room 546-2, State House 

Boston, MA 02133 

Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @ 

The American Legion Department of Massachusetts 

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of  

The American Legion Media Alliance 

TALMA 


