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Membership 2:00 PM with DEC to follow
AGENDA FOR DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON April 6, 2024.  Starting at 11:00 AM


Meeting Called to order by Department Commander Sandra Davis

AGENDA
AGENDA FOR DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

 
April 6, 2024 at Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel 

         MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY DEPARTMENT COMMANDER Sandra Davis
1. SALUTE TO THE COLORS-ALL

2. INVOCATION

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE-ALL

4. POW/MIA EMPTY CHAIR CEREMONY William Chisholm

5. PREAMBLE TO CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION ALL

6. ROLL CALL BY DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT Lisa McPhee 
7. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF the DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE on January 13, 2024 via Zoom

8. DEPARTMENT TREASURER’S REPORT Milton Lashus 

9. DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP REPORT Nelson Blake

10. OTHER COMMITTEE REPORTS

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

12. NEW BUSINESS

A. CORRESPONDENCE

B. MOTIONS

C. COMMANDERS APPOINTMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS-Post 124 Committee

13. GOOD OF THE LEGION

14. NO FURTHER BUSINESS – MOTION TO ADJOURN

15. CLOSING PRAYER

16. RETIRE THE COLORS

Meeting called to order by DC Sandra Davis at 11: AM

SALUTE TO THE COLORS –Sgt. Bruce Heisey
INVOCATION – Asst. Chaplain Kevin Hamel

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ALL

POW/MIA CHAIR – Bill Chisholm
PREAMBLE - All

Roll Call – by Adjutant McPhee

Present: CMDR Davis; DSVC Blake; DVC Conner; DVC Jerdan; DVC Pajak; ADJ McPhee, TRS Lashus; CHAP Salois; ASST CHAP Hamel; HIST Howe; DWEC Lacoste; NEC Pajak; ALT NEC Lenotte; PDC Nay; PNC Comer; PNC Morin; JA Brault; Asst JA Brehio; Sgt Heisey; Asst Sgt. Desrosiers; Lacoste; Doud; Lewis; D1C Keil; D2C Duffy; D3C Fontaine; D4C Gallant; D5C Desrosiers; D6C Lewis; D7C Scott; D8C Cannon; D10C Burke; AD3C White; AD4C Doud; AD5C Blake; AD6C Milot; AD8C Manning; Aide Favazza; PDC Army; Avis; Connor; Davis; Fratolillo; MacDonald; Starks
Excused: D9C Mangels; AD1C St Pierre; AD9C Borges; AD10C Montelo; Photo Borges;  
Absent; AJA Atkins; AD2C Hall; 
Minutes

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES of the DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING on January 16 2024 as PRINTED/DISTRIBUTED and Emailed.  

Motion made by D10C Burke and 2nd by D2C Duffy  Any discussion?     Motion carried

Membership Report
DSVC Nelson Blake Membership Chairman

As of the 3rd of April the department is sitting in 31st place with a total of 92% districts 4 and district seven are leading the way with a total of 96. 31 % and district 7 at 95.41% with all other district  falling short at this time of the 95% goal that is coming up on the 10th of April I know I have been pushing to make all goals and have made them so far let’s hope we can reach the 95% goal on the date ,even if we don’t I am very sure we can still reach or  exceed the 95% before the end of the month , on the sons side of the family they are at 89% almost to their 90% goal for April 10th 2024. I would like to thank PNC Comer and PNC Moran for allowing me to serve as the department senior vice and as the membership chair as well.
Submitted as one in progress

Nelson Izaak Blake

DSVC/ Membership Chair
Motion made by DSVC Blake and 2nd by D1C Keil  Any discussion?       Motion carried

Treasurers Report

PDC Milton Lashus

Total Bank Accounts (10) Includes all accounts

RESTRICTED FUNDS and (4) CD is



$1,747,675.22

(1) CD 6 month – Convention AD Book Acct.

$256,621.83

(1) CD 6 month – Revenue Enhancement

$254,197.23

(1) CD 6 month – BS – BB- JLC



$101,262.59

(1) CD 6 month – Scholarship



$101,262.59

LIQUID ASSET:
$1,034,331.18

INVESTMENTS ACCOUNTS: 

RBC:
$3,256,505.87 + $97,670.87

BOSTON HARBOR/RAYMOND JAMES:
$1,249,494.20 + $70,173.20


COMBINED TOTAL ACCOUNTS:
$4,506,000.07


COMBINED (+/-)



+ $167,844.07
Respectfully submitted

Milton K Lashus Treasurer

Motion made by PNC Morin and 2nd   DSVC Blake                Any discussion?     Motion carried

OTHER COMMITTEE REPORTS
AMERICANISM
Robert Jerdan Chairman

Attendance Committee:                                                                  Guest:

	Chairman Jerdan

Mike Kelly D9

Jim Blake D5

Tom Dillon D4

Steve White D3

Mitchell Keil D1

Bob Burke  D10 Excused
	DSVC Blake

DVC Conner

DVC Pajak

Alex Dietz D4

Mark Avis National Chairman

Adam Dowd




Chairman thanked the Committee for sticking with him in these times of trouble. Roll call was taken with District, 2,6,7,8, absent. The first order of business was the reporting of American Born and Foreign-Born Citizens of the year. American born Citizen Lisa Gariepy, from the Springfield area and foreign born David Chin from the Concord area. David has been a member of the Chinatown Post 328 for 66 Years. Chairman Jerdan read the Bio and application sent in with both. Mark Avis asked what the cutoff date was for applications and it was advised that since we were passed the date for submissions we should act on the two that we had. 

Motion made by Bob Jerdan and seconded by Mike Kelly to award American Born to Lisa Gariepy passed.

Motion Made by Bob Jerdan and seconded by Jim Blake to award Foreign Born to David Chin Passed.

Discussion turned to boy’s state and Jim Blake Spoke on supporting a boy from D5

Next Chairman Jerdan brought up the United States Semi quincentennial and that the Legion will be involved.
Chairman Avis Spoke on the Boys State program and a meeting coming up on the 27th of March. Chairman Avis requested help in District 9 and District 6 due to loss of people that helped in the area. Goal for the year is getting the numbers back up and hoping to get back to 300 students. On April 7th he is meeting at west point to speak about bays state and boys Nation. Please don’t limit where you will support boys or girls from as in Vocational school’s kids come from all over. Avis advised he secured donations for upwards of 20 kids and anything districts can do to help. 

DVC Conner spoke on the programs under Americanism including Baseball, Softball, Boys State, oratorical and annual awards. 

DSVC Blake spoke about Dracut sponsoring a Boy’s State student. 

Reminder was made that D7 has the Joe Steen award this year. 

With no further business the Meeting was adjourned at 19:32

That is my report one in progress.
Respectfully submitted
DVC Robert Jerdan 
CHIDLREN & YOUTH

Drew Pajak Chairman

A meeting was held via Zoom on March 13th at 1900.

April is Children and Youth Month and the committee was asked to stress this to all districts. 

The following dates are for Youth Programs in the Department.

Baseball will kick off Beginning of June with the state tournament starting on July 27th. Boys State will run from June 15th thru June 21st. The Youth Cadet program will take place from July 25th thru July 28th. All members were reminded to reach out to the respective chairman in their districts to offer assistance.

The second order for the Child Welfare foundation Polo Shirt Fundraiser has been sent in. there was about a dozen more shirts ordered and we will have the final total raised at convention.

Sofia Blake reported about the Mini Golf tournament being held by the Auxiliary for Child Welfare on March 24th at Trombette Farms in Marlborough. 5 people per team and hole sponsorship was still available.  As a reminder the auxiliary is focusing on Braile Press this year as they were child welfare grant recipients. Information is available on the Auxiliary website.

The sons Bowling tournament is on April 13th 

Fund raising continues for the Child Welfare Foundation and the Veterans and Children’s Foundation. It was decided to pause Child Welfare Foundation Fundraising from April 4-7 during the commander’s visit to focus on his charity the Veterans and Children’s Foundation. We had many thoughts for fundraising to include fill the pig led by D8 Chris Manning and his heard of silver pigs.

The Jersey raffle at the Springfield Thunderbirds Games is going very well and community engagement has sky rocketed with people coming to the table and asking about the American Legion. 

Mitch Keil reported the North Adams will be doing another 100 mile walk this time for Child welfare. The walk will be the beginning of August with funds to be presented to Commander Davis for presentation at National Convention. 

All Districts were advised to bring all donations out there to the Department convention for presentation during the Children and Youth report.
The Next meeting will be at the call of the Chairman.

Respectfully submitted as one in progress

Drew Pajak, Chairman Children and Youth

BOYS STATE
PNVC Mark Avis
Boys State held a zoom meeting which was very well attended, only one district was not represented. From the reports given it sounds like we are on the right track but we are far from reaching our goal of 290 students. We are reaching out to schools who have sent previous years but have not heard from them this year or the last few years.
In talking with the staff we are now in the process finalizing the program for the year. We have run into some bumps as far as how we run the joint program so for now we will offer support to Girls State but allow them to have the freedom of getting their own people for various parts of the program. We as Boys State feel we have to stay on course to offer the best civics program we can to our rising seniors. 

We still need your help in securing Boys to the program if any of your posts do not have the funds keep encouraging them to find prospects for the program and the foundation will make every effort to get these students into the program.

My staff has been in contact with Wisconsin Badger Boys State as they run an online store though a company then gives them back a percentage. We have entered into an agreement with them to do the same. This comes at no cost to us and hopefully brings in some revenue to help defray the cost of the program.

With a little over two months before the start of the program we need everyone’s help to make this a successful year.  
Commander I submit this report as one of progress.

Respectfully submitted

Mark Avis Boys State Chairman

FINANCE REPORT
PNVC Frank MacDonald Chairman

Finance Committee meet via zoom on Thursday March 28, 2024 to approve the 2024-2025 budget. All voting members have a copy of the budget. 
We met again this morning to discuss the investments, which the report given by Milton.

We approved a purchase of a square to process credit cards for membership and purchases for sale from the department the cost to the customer is $1.00 for peruse.

Submitted as a report in progress

Chairman Frank MacDonald PNVC

YOUTH CADET LAW ENFORCEMENT
Louis Brault Chairman

We have had two meetings with the Mass State Police at the Academy in New Braintree to discuss potential dates for the class to take place. Due to incoming classes at the Academy, We picked 2 dates that would work for them and the American Legion and settled on a date of July 25th through the 28th with graduation at 11 am on Sunday. 

Our next meeting was yesterday Friday April 5th at the academy with a goal of cost cutting a few ideas were discussed and from this class forward we will not do bedding and they will supply their own. 

Also discussed was the shirts and caps that we will put out to bid this week. 

And yet again this year we have a problem with the cadets getting signatures from the post calls are not returned and when they are some of the post never heard of the program. Really?

Please get the word to your post if they have any questions to call and the Department will send them in the right direction 

This is a work in Progress 

Respectfully submitted 

Louis E. Brault –Chairman youth law cadet 

ORATORICAL
Lisa McPhee Chairman

Department of Massachusetts State Oratorical Final was held on February 18, 2024 at Post 221 Bedford at 12:00 PM.  There were three contestants, Michael Borowski, Erin McDonald, and Mason Alvarez.  I want to thank once again Post 221 and all those volunteers to include judges, times keepers, escorts, and tabulators. The contest was close with Michael Borowski placing in 1st receiving a $1250.00 Scholarship, Erin McDonald placing 2nd receiving a $750.00 Scholarship and Mason Alvarez placing 3rd receiving a $500.00 Scholarship. Our first place winner Michael Borowski will travel to Hillsdale College in Hillsdale, Michigan for the National American Legion Oratorical Contest on May 17-19, 2024
Respectfully Submitted

Lisa A. McPhee

Oratorical Chairman 
COMMUNITY SERVICE

Scott Conner Chairman

Committee: Community Service Date & Time: February 7, 2024, 7:00pm Location: Virtual (Zoom) 
Members Present: Scott Conner, Chairman (DVC, D4), James Blake V-Chairman, (Detachment Commander, D5), Sally Nay, PDC (D3), Mitchell Keil, D1C (D1). Excused Paul Connell, D10. Meeting called to order at 7:05pm. 
Review of Al White Award submissions by Posts 4 - Haverhill, Post 124 - Westfield, Post 140 - Hull, Post 440 - Nonantum. 
Discussion as follows: Post 4 - Submission did not meet criteria for Al White award. Event, though admirable, was for a very extended period (years) Post 124 and Post 440 had submissions for the month of December. Both met the criteria. PDC Nay suggested that Post 124’s event planning had actually started in November. Since the committee has history to award a submission that was actually adopted and action was taken in the month prior, to place the award in the previous month. Motion was made by PDC and approved to award Al White’s to Post 124 - November, and Post 440 - December, 2023. 
Post 140 - The committee determined this submission was for multiple events held at the Hull Post. The committee directed the Chairman to reach out to the Post Commander and request resubmission for “one” event held during the month of January. 
Other Discussion: The Committee will meet during the first part of March, anticipating a resubmission from Post 140, and any other submissions for February 2024. Hoping to optimize presentations with the National Commander on April 6th. 
The Community Service Committee will meet, in person, on April 6 in Marlboro to review the Annual Community Service Awards, (Mulkern, Conway, Pendill, and Schriebner). Thusly, the membership will be notified that applicable “cutoff” dates will be extended to the morning of April 6th, vice March 31st. 
Consolidated Post Report compliance, confirmed for awardees. Committee adjourned: 7:40pm Submitted: Scott M. Conner Dept Vice Commander 
Dept of Mass Community Service Committee.org
MARKETING REPORT

Michael Davis Chairman

    The marketing committee met via Zoom on Monday April 1st and decided that it was worth our effort to go ahead with the online 50-50 raffle as a fundraiser. This is in the very early stages and more information will be made available as we progress with our efforts on this. 

     The committee also discussed a lead provided to us about the department posting an outfield sign for display at Holy Cross Baseball stadium Fitton Field where The Worcester Brave Hearts Baseball team plays and the past site of  American Legion Baseball Northeast Regional Tournaments. The general consensus of the committee was that the cost was too expensive ($5000 plus the cost to make the sign) with limited exposure provided but that we could look into it more next season when the regional tournament returns for the 2025 season.

     Our sponsorship of the veterans based cooking show “The Mess Hall" hosted by comedian and old friend of The American Legion Wayne Soares has started. Wayne has done a show at the Chicopee Center Post and we look forward to reporting on more in the future.

     Our partnership with The Springfield Thunderbirds of The American Hockey League and the "Veteran of the Game" program continues to provide valuable exposure and to increase our brand awareness at all home games via the playing of Legion PSAs on the scoreboard as well as the presentation of our "challenge accepted" coin. The department has hosted 17 information at the games. Many thanks to all who have volunteered to work these tables as you have done a great job getting the word out on our organization and what we do for the community, state and nation and veterans.

     The committee is also looking into another lead on The New England Freejacks Rugby Team based in Quincy. The season has just started so we may have missed out on anything for this current season but perhaps next year is a possibility. 

    Our next fundraiser will be the sweepstakes drawn at department convention. Tickets should be in the mail soon. Please consider returning yours with a donation as not only do you support the department and our programs but you have a chance to win anywhere from $500 to $3,000.

     As always if you have any leads on marketing please bring them to the attention of the committee.

Respectfully Submitted

Mike Davis PNEC Marketing Chairman

WOMEN’S MEMBERSHIP
DECW Cindy Lacoste

Over the past couple months EOVS and Women Veterans Network (“WVN”) has been posting info on both their website and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/MAWomenVets regarding the many events and services available in our state.  It is the mission of EOVS and WVN to ensure that the necessary services are available to all veterans from all wars, conflicts and branch of service.   If you haven’t joined the WVN, please take a moment to visit the site and sign in to receive email and newsletter updates.  EOVS recently relaunched the Women Veterans Network website featuring an easier-to-navigate design, enhanced accessibility features, quick links to federal, state and nonprofit veteran resources, plus ways to stay connected to the WVN with events and news sections.  Their website is:  Massachusetts Women Veterans Network  

Coming soon is the largest of the WVN events, the 16th Annual Women Veterans Conference, which will be held from 9:00am to 4:00 pm on May 4th at the Doubletree Hilton, 99 Erdman Way, Leominster, MA. Registration is now open at https://form.jotform.com/240645203461044 .  There will be Veteran-Services Organizations, a dedicated room of VA professionals, multiple break-out sessions with presenters, vendor tables and wellness offerings.  Come out and enjoy a relaxing day with your sisters-in-arms.  It is always an informative and fun event. 

Another event from EOVS for all Veterans being held from 6-8:00pm April 11th, is “Bridging the Gap” a social event for transitioning service members. Veterans will find resources and services to aid in transitioning to civilian life.  Guidance will focus on benefits, from healthcare, to employment and community connections.  It will be UMASS Lowell North Star Campus, 55 Old Bedford Rd., Suite 100, Lincoln, MA.

It is time to Nominate a Female Veteran for the 2024 Deborah Sampson Award. Each year, the Deborah Sampson Award recognizes a Female Veteran who has gone above and beyond to serve her fellow Women Veterans. The deadline for nominations is April 26, 2024, so download the application today! For inspiration, read more about last year's winner, Jenny D'Olympia.  The information is available on the Mass.gov website under Massachusetts Women Veterans Network.
Lastly, I wanted to give a shout out to Post 266, Granby, MA which is working together with the Western Mass VSO Association hosting a Woman Veteran Event Series the last Monday of each month at Post 266.  Each month they have a new event, the first two were a paint & sip and a game night.  The next one will be yoga and held on April 29th.  They have them planned through December of 2024.  
Sign up is through Facebook, they have been making an event each month through the WMVSO page and Post 266. This is the link for April: 

https://www.facebook.com/share/JboqLhwuQY2LDW23/?mibextid=9l3rBW

There are many more events happening in our State, so please sign up for notifications through the Mass.gov and Facebook sites. 

I submit this report as one in progress.

Respectfully, Cindy Lacoste, DECW

ROTC

Ryan Howe Chairman

The ROTC had a meeting on February 6th, 2024, via zoom at 7pm with 3 chairmen on the call D3, D4, D8 to find out what ROTC units have planned for the Spring along with finding out if units have selected their award winners yet. Within the February meeting we found out that two students from the Chicopee high unit took part in the January first Inaugration for all elected officials for Chicopee. The district chairmen agreed to start working with post and schools in their Districts to find out what the units will be doing and to see if any school have selected their awardees. After the February meeting the Department received an email from Wareham High, which was forwarded to me regarding their awardees which Paul Connell from District 10 attended their banquet along with Lisa McPhee on March 14th, 2024. Chris Manning gave an update on Haverhill unit and the work they are doing and the different competitions they have got to along with placing within the top 5 against the different schools.

On March 5th, 2024, another ROTC meeting was held via zoom at 7pm with D3, D4, and D10 chairman on the call. Before the call I sent out a fillable PDF so we can start having an accurate count as to what units receive award from the American Legion. Chris Manning sent in his report since he couldn’t make it on call regarding the information, he received from Haverhill unit placing 2nd in the Country this past weekend for their most resent competition in PT 4th place in JR PT, and 3rd in Rifle shooting within that competition. D4 chairman Conner gave an update that the district is down to only 4 JROTC units South High in Worcester with no post attached to them, which Scott is working on finding them a local post. Oxford High, which works with Vernon Hill post, Quabbin Regional which works with Barre post and Monty Tech in Fitchburg which doesn’t work with a post yet which we are working on finding them a local post to work with. 

The Committee also discussed reaching out to the JROTC unit leaderships to see if they might have anyone that would be interested in Boy State and Girl State. 

On April 2nd, 2024, the ROTC committee met again to continue with the same topics as February and March. D5 Chairman Shoemaker sent in his report in which he was going to be taking part in present 12 awards in the coming days (no date was given to me yet). D4 chairman was able to get all units attached to a post. Within D4 we have lost two units, one at Burncoat High and the second at North High school. D6 Quincy Post will be giving out awards this year as well to the North Quincy unit. D9 Durfee High as now been working with Post 464 Fall River and Durfee High will also being receiving awards from Post 464 Fall River. 

Respectfully submitted one in Progress,

S. Ryan Howe Chairman
BASEBALL

Dick Paster Chairman

1. We ended the 2023 season with 109 teams and have registered 111 teams for the 2024

season, 65 Sr and 46 Jr teams.

2. The 2024 Department Sr Championship Tournament will be hosted by Shrewsbury Post 397 and held at Fitton Field on the campus of the College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA, beginning on Saturday, July 27 and concluding on July 31. We will send our champion and runner-up to the Region One Tournament this year.

3. The 2024 Department Jr Championship Tournament will be hosted by Middleboro Post 64 and held at Middleboro High School Varsity Field, Middleboro, MA, beginning on Saturday, August 3 and concluding on August 7; Vice Chairman Keith Delgado will be the Jr Tournament Director.

4. The 2024 Region One Sr Tournament will be held at Gill Stadium, Nashua, NH, beginning on Tuesday, August 7 and concluding on August 11. I will be the Region One Tournament Director.

5. The Jr Regional Tournament will be held at Mansfield Stadium, Bangor, ME, beginning on Friday, August 9, 2024 and concluding on August 11, we will send our champion.

6. Pursuant to the Risk Management Mandate for National Youth Programs which was adopted at the October, 2023, NEC Meeting, all players who have attained, or will have attained their18th birthday by the end of the World Series, (August 20, 2024) will be required to pass the background check administered by PYS and take abuse training. We will require all players affected by the Mandate on the 8 teams that make it to the Department Sr Tournament to comply with the Mandate by the end of the Tournament. Affected players will be housed separately from the U17 players at Regional Tournaments and the World Series.

7. Department Umpire in Chief, Don Fredericks, has informed me that he is stepping down from this position, thus I have appointed Assistant Umpire in Chief, Mark D’Angelo to be Umpire in Chief.

8. 2025 will be the 100th anniversary of American Legion Baseball. Discussions were held on the National Baseball Committee about how we to acknowledge this milestone. National is developing a logo for the 100th year. In 2025 Shrewsbury Post 397 will Host the Region One Tournament and Morrisette Post 294 will host the Department Tournament. Both teams have been working on plans to acknowledge the 100th anniversary season.

9. The Fall Baseball Chairmen’s Conference will be held at the ALB World Series this year, Chairmen will arrive on Championship Tuesday in time to see the final game. The

Conference will take place the following day.

10. The Department Baseball Committee voted to name Len Noce the 2024 Department

Graduate of the Year for his contributions to ALB. Currently Len is a member of the Baseball Committee and is in charge of running the All Star Game.

11. The 2025 Department Baseball Rules have been distributed for review by the DEC. With a few exceptions, most of the Rule changes were the result of National Rule changes. Please note that Don Fredericks resigned as Umpire in Chief after the Rules were printed but the final version, and what you are voting on, names Mark D’Angelo as Umpire in Chief.

Respectfully submitted as a Report in Progress,

Richard D. Paster, Chairman
National Commanders Visit
PNC John P. Comer Distinguished Guest Chairman
1. Banquets attendance is not what it should be so we made changes this year so we could accommodate those who would rather not stay over and our attendance is lower this year.

2. Then there is the Ad Book those in attendances go back to your post even a quarter-page ad will help. The ad helps pay for the expenses of the weekend for the National Commanders visit.

3. George Oleen came up to me and said we have never had a National Commander come to or part of the state. Drew Pajak pick up the National Commander in CT and then to a meet and greet at Dalton Post 155 and from what they said it was a great event thanks to Dalton Post 155 and District 1 Commander Mitchell Kiel, Dennis St Pierre and George Oleen. From there they took him to Springfield to the Thunderbirds and like everything else in the Springfield area, they had two TV Stations covering the event and broadcast for two days about the National Commander visit. Then they brought him to Marlborough and a group went out to dinner.

Friday morning we headed off to Charlestown to the USS Constitution were he meet BJ the Commander and had a tour of the Constitution. BJ the Commander also said she was a former Girls State attendee. Then we headed off to the Old North Church where the first Commandant of the USS Constitution is buried and then down to the crypt. From there we headed off to the Morrisette post in Quincy they had a big huge crowd and out did themselves they had signs made outside and inside the post. They had the District Attorney Mike Morrissey and the Sheriff’s Department, State Senator and the House of Representative and the City Council. The Mayor would have been there but former Congressman pass away. Then we took him out to supper.  Saturday morning I took him over to the Marlborough Post because there are 8 National Commanders pictures on the wall, you do not get your picture on the wall if you do not show up at the post. Then made a presentation to a unit at the auxiliary meeting, which is going on now. After the banquet then head to Post 234 in Northborough for entertainment and a speaker on suicide prevention. National Commander spoke on the BE the One message. It has been a great three and four days. Drew Pajak rented a 14-passenger van.

Report given by PNC John P. Comer
Motion made to accept all reports DVC Pajak and 2nd by D10C Burke
NEW BUSINESS

A CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Received a thank you letter from Max Rocha Wareham JROTC for his Scholastic Excellence Award. 

2. Received a thank you letter from Aaron Legg Wareham JROTC for his Scholastic Excellence Award.

3. Received District 1 Meeting Minutes for 01/21/2024

4. Received District 2 Meeting Minutes for 03/17/202

5. Received District 3 Meeting Minutes for 01/20/2024

6. Received District 4 Meeting Minutes for 01/20/2024

7. Received District 5 Meeting Minutes for 01/21/2024

8. Received District 6 Meeting Minutes for 02/28/2024

9. Received District 7 Meeting Minutes for 01/27/2024

10. Received District 8 Meeting Minutes for 11/19/2023,01/21/2024,03/17/2024

11. Received District 9 Meeting Minutes for 11/25/2023, 01/25/2024, 02/22/2024

12.  Received District 10 Meeting Minutes for 01/21/2024, 03/17/2024

13. Received SAL DEC Meeting Minutes for 

14. Received Community Service Meeting Minutes 2/07/2024

15. Received ROTC report 4/3/2024
ENDORSEMENTS

1. District 7 has unanimously endorsed for the upcoming 2024-2025 year SVC Nelson Blake for Department Commander, DVC Scott Conner for Senior Vice Commander, DVC Drew Pajak for re-election for Department Vice Commander, and DVC Robert Jerdan for re-election for Department Vice Commander.  

2. District 10 has unanimously endorsed for the upcoming 2024-2025 year Department Historian Shawn Ryan Howe for election to the position of Department Vice Commander.

3. District 7 has unanimously endorsed DVC Scott Connor for SVC Commander and Grace Connor Post 306 for Department Executive Committeewoman

  LATE CORRESPONDENCE: None 

B MOTIONS
1. File all correspondence 

Motion made by PNC Morin and 2nd by PNC Comer     
Any discussion?     
Motion carried
2. Ten dollar increase membership dues to post 297-462 form $40.00 to $50.00

Motion made by DSVC Blake and 2nd by DVC Pajak

Any discussion? 

Motion carried
3. To accept the Baseball rules with changes made for Umpire after being printed

Motion made by DVC Pajak and 2nd by PNC Comer

Any discussion?

Motion carried

4. Dues increase to $50.00 for all post done in the department

Motion made by PDC Lashus and 2nd by DVC Pajak

Any discussion?

Motion carried

5. Marketing to move forward with the online 50/50 raffle

Motion made by PDC Davis and 2nd by PNC Morin
Any discussion?

Motion carried

6. Move to accept the HR decision on hiring Dana Sheehan after this meeting for the hired service office job (HR committee to meet after this meeting to make the approval)
Motion made by PNC Morin and 2nd by DVC Pajak

Any discussion?

Motion carried  

7. Turn the charter in for Post 203 Bridgewater, weapons have been turned in
Motion made by D10C Burke and 2nd by DSVC Blake

Any discussion?

Motion carried

8. Accept the 2024-2025 budget as printed and distributed 
Motion made by PDC MacDonald and 2nd by PNC Morin

Any discussion?

Motion carried

9. Post 397 be able to solicit all post in the department for the baseball tournament.
Motion made by PNC Morin and 2nd by DVC Pajak
10.  Move that we go on the record opposed to any removal of the trustee funds from the benefits of Veterans at the each Veterans Home and if need be we move with legal actions that we fund.

Motion made by PNC Morin and 2nd by all

Any discussion?

Motion carried 
unanimous vote  
COMMANDERS APPOINTMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Appoint a special committee for whatever is going on at post 124, Chairman James Brehio and members Milton Lashus and Robert Burke.

Motion made by PNC Morin and 2nd by D2C Duffy

Any discussion?

Motion carried


GOOD OF THE LEGION 
1. PNC Comer this is where I introduce to you the National Commander Daniel Seehafer from Wisconsin. 

2. Department Adjutant Lisa has tickets for the Get-together 

3. Bob Burke has raffle tickets

4. Nelson Blake’s birthday 

Comrade Commander, I have a technical motion. I move that the Department Adjutant be instructed to review the minutes of the DEC meeting, make any necessary correction without changing the intent of the DEC meeting, and proceed to edit and distribute these minutes.

Motion made by PNC Morin and 2nd by D2C Duffy
Motion to adjourn by PNC Morin and 2nd by D10C Burke    
Any discussion?

Motion carried
Prayer Chaplain Father Phil 

Sergeant Heisey – Hand Salute 
NEXT MEETING

JUNE 6, 2024

Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel
181Boston Post Rd W
Marlborough MA
2:00 PM MEMBERSHIP 

DEC TO FOLLOW
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