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Commander’s Corner

Scott M. Conner
Department Commander

We are #12 Nationally - #2
in the Northeast Region

Wow!! The Department
Office and the Adjutant
team are bringing us to
seldom seen levels of
membership. Thank you.

If you were unable to
attend the Son’s Bowling
Tournament, you missed a
great one. Incredible venue,
the place was full and
Legion Family members
knocking the daylights

out of the bowling pins. We
had a special side event
taking place during the
afternoon, Past National
Commander “Jake” held a
book signing of his recently
published “Listening,
Learning &amp; Leading”. A
great read.

Did you BUDDY CHECK
today!!

Buddy Checks can come in
all different ways, text
someone, give them a call,
knock on a door. Why not
take some time and visit an
extended care facility, bring
a couple of Legion family
members, | am sure a
veteran would love some
company. My Buddy Check
of the month: Figuring it
would be a great
opportunity to bring PNC
Jake out to lunch, | thought
that a double Buddy Check
would make for an even
greater lunch. | reached out
to PNEC/PDC, charter
member of Comer’s Clan,
Jim Army of Sutton and
invited him to lunch also.
The ride to Quincy was a
great opportunity to learn
some “Old Legion” stuff,
and getting these two
titans of Legion leadership
together for a Buddy
Check not only made their
day, I'll remember it for a
long while.

Are you ready to Be the
One? American Legion
Auxiliary, Unit 138 Spencer,
MA will be hosting a mental
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health day at the Post on June 20th. A representative of the Columbia Protocol group will be an integral
part of the event and training. Youth programs are on the horizon: Boys/Girls State, Youth Law Cadet,
Scholarship Programs. Hope your Post is looking to invest in today’s youth and you’re willing to sponsor a
high schooler in one of our programs. If you are looking to sponsor someone, but don’t have a candidate,
please reach out to the program managers.

Let us assist with your Pillar Programs ie: Americanism, Children and Youth, and Community Service. Each
District has a chairperson, along with the Department Vice Commanders. Americanism - DVC Chris
Manning, Children and Youth - DVC Drew Pajak, Community Service - DVC Ryan Howe. April wraps up as
the 87th Children and Youth Month, If your Post did something to celebrate, consider sending a story to
LegionTown and give your Post a National shout out.

Caucus ~ Caucus ~ Caucus Information on submitted resolutions and by-law changes has been distributed
to the District’s. Please make sure to hold/attend a District Caucus prior to Convention.

Get involved. Many District and Department committees have vacancies. Committees are currently
looking to fill positions during the spring election cycle. Reach out to your District Commander and find
out what’s available. Did you know that any Legionnaire can attend a District Meeting, or a Department
Meeting. Does everyone at your Post get E-Legionnaire? If not, sign them up, please.

NEXT DEC - June 4th - Marlboro - See you at Convention

Get your Tickets for the pre-Convention Get Together. | feel a “Sweet Caroline”
sing-a-long coming!!

Did you Grass Root today! Ask your Legislator to pay the Coast Guard!!

Scott M. Conner

Commander

Department of Massachusetts
774-239-6162
Scottscpo@gmail.com

THE

AMERICAN FAMI L\/
LEGION
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Al + BRANDING: USE IT SMART, USE IT RIGHT

By Virna Luke

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is rapidly becoming part of everyday public relations work. From
creating social media graphics to drafting content, Al offers speed and convenience. But with
that comes a responsibility we cannot overlook, protecting the integrity of our brand.
As members of the American Legion Auxiliary, we are entrusted with safeguarding the
emblem and everything it represents. The emblem is not just a design element, it is a
protected symbol tied to our Congressional Charter, our Veterans, and our mission.
Al tools can sometimes generate logos, symbols, or graphics that appear similar to official
emblems but are inaccurate or altered. Using these can unintentionally misrepresent the
organization and weaken brand consistency.
To stay aligned:

* Always use official emblems from approved sources

¢ Review Al-generated content carefully before sharing

* Avoid recreating or modifying protected symbols

» Follow national branding guidelines in all materials
Al should support your work, not replace your judgment. It is a tool, not the voice of the
organization.
Used correctly, Al can help expand your reach, improve efficiency, and enhance storytelling.
But the standard remains the same: accuracy, consistency, and respect for the brand.
Strong public relations is built on trust. Protecting the emblem protects that trust.
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Department President

Poppy Days

Each year, as spring arrives and our
communities begin to gather outdoors
again, we are reminded of one of the
most meaningful traditions of the American Legion
Auxiliary—Poppy Days.

The small red poppy we wear holds a powerful mes-
sage. It is a symbol of sacrifice, a tribute to the brave
men and women who gave their lives in service to
our country. It reminds us that freedom is never free
and that behind every flag is a story of courage,
commitment, and love of country.

Here in Massachusetts, Poppy Days are more than a
tradition—they are a mission in action. When our
members stand in their communities distributing
poppies, we are not only honoring the fallen, we are
also serving the living. Each poppy represents an op-
portunity to educate others, to spark meaningful
conversations, and to invite support for our veter-
ans, active-duty service members, and their families.

The poppies we distribute are made by veterans,
many of whom find purpose and healing through
this program. Every donation received goes directly
back into programs that support those who have
served—providing assistance, comfort, and hope
when it is needed most.

| encourage each of you to take part in Poppy Days
this year. Whether you are organizing a distribution,
volunteering your time, or simply wearing your pop-
py with pride, your participation matters. You are
helping to keep alive a legacy of remembrance and
ensuring that future generations understand the
true cost of freedom.

Let us also take a moment to share the meaning be-
hind the poppy with our families, our neighbors, and
especially our youth. By doing so, we continue our
mission of service and strengthen the bond between
our communities and those who have worn our na-
tion’s uniform.

As Department President, | am incredibly proud of
the dedication and compassion shown by our mem-
bers across Massachusetts. Your commitment to
honoring our veterans and supporting their families
is what makes the American Legion Auxiliary so im-
pactful.

This Poppy Days, let us stand together in remem-
brance, in gratitude, and in service.

Sofia Elizabeth Blake
Department President

Call for the 105th Annual Convention
Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel & Trade Center
181 Boston Post Road W.
Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752

June 5-7, 2026

American Legion Auxiliary,

Page 4
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Detachment
Commander
Jesse Limanek

Greetings Department of Massa-
chusetts American Legion Family,

For every Squadron within the De-
tachment, May is the most critical
part of our membership year!

First, the date set by National to
reach 100% in memberships is
May 13", Many of our Squadrons
have met or exceeded 100% due
to their focus on both retention
and recruitment; but many more
have not. Currently, Massachu-
setts ranks 31* out of 55 Detach-
ments with 91.67% of member-
ships reported. To reach 100%,
which we have not done in several
years, we need 484 more mem-
berships to be processed. While
we have done well with recruit-
ment with 657 new members join-
ing our ranks, only 81.74% of last
year’s members have renewed. If
you have collected dues from
members of your Squadron,
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Detachment Commander

please get them processed ASAP.
If you have not yet collected dues
from all members of your Squad-
ron, please reach out to those
members who have yet to pay and
get them renewed. Any member
whose membership has expired
cannot participate in any Legion
activity — including the voting in
meeting, being a member of the
Riders, or entering Posts not open
to the public.

Second, it is time once again to
submit Consolidated Squadron
Reports. All activity from June 1%
to May 31* should be included on
this form. It can be found both on
Legion.org and within your Squad-
ron’s profile in MyLegion.org.
Copies of this form should be
transmitted to the Detachment
(adjutant@salmass.org) by May
15th to be eligible for Detachment
awards and National
(CPRandCSRforms@Iegion.org) by
July 1*" to be eligible for National

awards. As a reminder, National
uses the data collected from all 55
Detachments in their reporting to
Congress to help push for the ben-
efits earned by every man and
woman who serves. Last year, ap-
proximately 30% of our Squadrons
submitted their CSRs, and Massa-
chusetts ranked high in many re-
porting categories. | know we

could do even better if every ac-
tive Squadron submitted this re-
quired form.

Third, the 58" Annual Convention
is nearly upon us. Once again, the
Detachment will be gathering at
the Best Western Royal Plaza Ho-
tel in Marlborough, Massachusetts
on June 5™ & 6™. At this point in
time, you should have received a
Call to Convention. Every Squad-
ron is encouraged to send dele-
gates to attend and participate.
Remember: it is your Detachment.
Plus, we are looking for Sons or
Dual-Members to serve at the De-
tachment level. There are several
vice-commanderships, numerous
committee chairmen, and other
officer and assistant officer posi-
tions that will be open at Conven-
tion. If you or someone you know
is considering running the chairs,
name them as a delegate and have
them attend.

As an added bonus, National Com-
mander William “Bill” Clancy will
be our special guest at the Con-
vention this year. All attendees
will have an opportunity to meet
and thank Commander Clancy for
his year-long service to our organi-
zation. Not only will it be wonder-
ful for him to see a packed Con-
vention hall, but the Detachment
is traveling to Polar Park immedi-
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ately upon conclusion of the Convention on Saturday June 6" for a WooSox game. This event is open to all
members of the American Legion Family. Tickets are $30. All members of the group may enter Polar Park at
2pm and will have opportunity to enjoy a special pregame an all-you-can-eat meal of hot dogs, burgers,
and sides in WooSox Farms. See the attached flyer below for more information.

And finally, Memorial Day falls on Monday May 25™, 2026. It is my hope that every member of the Detach-
ment is participating in their community’s remembrance ceremonies on some level. Whether it is placing
flags at the graves of our veterans, marching in town parades, or gathering together as a Legion Family at
your Post to honor past members who have been called to the Post Everlasting, Memorial Day is one of the
most important days on our calendar. As stated within our Preamble, we as Sons are called upon “to pre-
serve the memories of our former members and the associations of our members and our forefathers in all
wars.” This is our mission. | am hopeful that we have 100% participation on this solemn occasion.

May God bless all those who served, those who are currently serving both at home and abroad, and every
member of the American Legion Family.

Jesse Limanek

Commander for the Detachment of Massachusetts

The National Americanism Commission of the Sons of The American
Legion (SAL) has adopted ongoing support of the Flying Flags for Heroes
program through SAL Resolution VI, approved during the Spring NEC
2022 meetings.

The purpose of the Flying Flags for Heroes program is to inspire genuine
patriotism within our communities while promoting national pride in
our country, its flag, our military, and our veterans throughout the
entire American Legion Family.

Reporting the flag placements of your Post, Squadron, Unit, or Chapter
prior to August 8, 2026, will assist the Commission in achieving its
goals of 1,000,000 flag placements and 100% Detachment participation
before the 54th SAL National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky.

For additional information, visit FlyingFlagsForHeroes.org or use the QR
code to access the reporting section of the website directly.
SONS OF THE
==AMERICAN

LEGION
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The American Legion
Department Of Massachusetts
24 Beacon Street - State House Room 546-2 - Boston, MA 02133 - (617) 727-2966

April 30, 2026

Greetings Legionnaires;
| am surviving grand jury and thank you for being patient with the office.

Department Legion College is May 16th at Post 318. If you want to attend, make sure to contact the Office
to sign up. We need a good count for course materials. | hope to see you all there. Don’t forget Adjutant
Corner every third Monday. | was happy to see so many of you at Mid-Winter Conference in March. | hope
you received good new information.

Our Department Convention is June 5-7 (Family Get Together Thursday Night tickets available from District
Chairmen or contacting the office). Come see all the awards (Law and Order, American & Foreign Born, VSO
of the Year (new)) and of course to vote for our next Department Commander. Family Barbecue at Post
132 Marlborough Friday after the recess of convention. Hospitality rooms as well, free food. Saturday the
trailing National Candidate will be here to have a townhall to discuss all things American Legion and Veter-
ans.

| wanted to hand out kudos to all of you for the hard work that all you have been putting in towards mem-
bership. We as a Department, Districts, and Posts have made awesome strides in attaining new member-
ship goals. Once again THANK YOU.

Keep all those forms coming in, great job in submitting them timely. Forms help with communications.

In Comradeship

Lisa A MeFhee

Lisa A. McPhee
Department Adjutant

Veterans Straightening America Since 1919 and into the Future

The American Legion was built on and committed to four key pillars that still stand today:
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, and Children and Youth

Page 7
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m National Commander Candidate

Dept. of Massachusetts
Saturday, June 6th 2026
1:30pm - 2:30pm
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May: A Month of Remembrance
and Renewal

As the Massachusetts landscape
finally trades the last of the gray
for the vibrant greens of spring,
the month of May brings a pro-
found sense of purpose to the
American Legion Department of
Massachusetts. This is more than
just the start of "patio season" or
the return of the Red Sox to Fen-
way; for us, May is the heart of
our mission.

From the Berkshires to the Cape,
our posts are gearing up for our
most sacred duty: honoring those
who gave everything. But as we
look back in remembrance, we
must also look forward to the
strength of our ranks.

The Mission: Why May Matters

May is anchored by Memorial
Day, but the work starts long be-
fore the parades begin. This
month, we focus on three pillars:

e Honoring the Fallen: Whether
it’s placing flags at local ceme-
teries or organizing town cer-
emonies, we ensure that no
veteran’s sacrifice is for-
gotten.

e The Poppy Program: A symbol
of remembrance and a vital
way to raise funds for veter-
ans' rehabilitation and local
youth programs.
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e The Buddy Check: With the
change of seasons, May is the
perfect time to reach out to mem-
bers we

haven't seen in a while. A
simple phone call can make all the
difference.

Membership: The Lifeblood of
the Legion

Our influence on Beacon Hill and
in Washington D.C. is directly tied
to the size of our roster. When we
advocate for better healthcare,
housing, and benefits for Massa-
chusetts veterans, our voice is on-
ly as loud as our membership
count.

Why Renew or Join Now?

1. Closing the Gap: As we ap-
proach the end of the 2025-2026
administrative year, every single
membership counts toward our
Department goals. Let’s show the
national headquarters that the
"Spirit of Massachusetts" is alive
and well.

2. Legacy and Leadership: May is
often the time for Post elections.
By being an active member, you
have a direct say in the future
leadership and direction of your
local post.

3. Community Presence: When
the public sees us in our caps dur-
ing Memorial Day events, they
see the face of the American Le-
gion. Recruiting during these

events is the most natural way to
grow—let people see the camara-
derie they’re missing.

A Call to Action for Every Post

We challenge every member in
the Department of Massachusetts
to do one thing this month to
strengthen our Legion: Bring a
guest to a Post breakfast or social
hour. Reach out to one veteran in
your community who hasn't
joined yet. Share your story. Tell a
younger veteran why the Legion
matters to you.

We are more than just a club; we
are a family bound by service.
Let’s make May the month we
reach our 100% membership goal
and ensure the American Legion
remains the premiere veterans'
organization in the Common-
wealth.

For God and Country,

The Membership Committee
American Legion Department of
Massachusetts

Upcoming Key Dates:

May 16: Armed Forces Day
May 22: National Poppy Day
May 25: Memorial Day (Observed)

Robert Jerdan

Senior Vice Commander 25-26
Department of Massachusetts
Candidate for Department Commander
26-27
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The American Legion in a sharp-
shot of May. Where did we start,
what have we accomplished?

1919 5/8 At its stateside St. Louis
Caucus, The American Legion
adopts its official name, and the
preamble to the organization’s
constitution is drafted.

1942 5/1 The American Legion
Blood Donor Program is estab-
lished.

1946 5/29 The Legion and the
American Legion Auxiliary present
a small, struggling organization
called the American Heart Associa-
tion with a $50,000 grant. The
grant inaugurates a nationwide
program for the study, prevention
and treatment of rheumatic heart
disease.

1950 5/4 The Legion votes to con-
tribute funds to the field of mental
health, thereby playing a key role

==AMERICA

in launching the National Associa-
tion for Mental Health.

1972 5/1 The Legion implements a
Halloween safety program for chil-
dren.

May 2007 Operation Landstuhl is
launched after National Com-
mander Paul Morin finds broken
televisions and inadequate com-
fort items for U.S. troops recover-
ing from wounds at Landstuhl Re-
gional Medical Center in Germany;
the campaign raises $257,000 in
less than six weeks to purchase
the items.

2010 5/5 Shelby, N.C., is officially
selected to be the long-term site
of The American Legion Baseball

World Series.

2011 5/5 The American Legion Na-
tional Executive Committee passes
a resolution formally establishing

the Junior Law Cadet Program un-

der the national Americanism
Commission.

2014 5/5 In the midst of a VA
waiting-list scandal that reached
up to the deaths of veterans
waiting for care, The American Le-
gion calls for the resignations of
several top officials, including VA
Secretary Eric Shinseki, who leaves
office before the end of the
month.

These are only a small percentage
of what is in our history but shows
what we have done and can do.
The American Legion works tire-
lessly every day, month and year
to support the four pillars of our
organization, and more important-
ly the lives of veterans, their fami-
lies and our communities. Remem-
ber every day is a chance to add to
history!

Resolution Booklet available on legion.lorg

A Legionnaire, or group of Legionnaires, can impact the priorities and positions of
The American Legion through a resolution — a position-driven initiative written by
members and put to a vote. A resolution booklet is available to assist in composing

and writing resolutions.

Download the Resolutions and Reports booklet that explains how to write and format

a resolution.

Visit the Legion’s Digital Archive, where resolutions dating back to 1919 are stored.

Page 11


https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/resolutionbooklet_2017.pdf
https://archive.legion.org/
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Hi American Legion Family,

Hope you're all enjoying the beautiful spring weather as everything comes to life, and that you're getting
excited for the summer season just around the corner!

I've got some really fantastic news to share: our amazing Springfield Thunderbirds are still going strong in
the playoffs! This is super exciting not just for the team, but for us too. It means our partnership and ad-
vertising, especially with our "Challenge Accepted" Veteran of the Game feature, gets even more time in
the spotlight. It's a brilliant way to boost our visibility and make sure more people know about the incred-

ible work we do.

And speaking of exciting opportunities, don't forget about our final big marketing fundraiser of the year:
our annual convention sweepstakes! You should have already received your tickets via mail. This is your
chance to snag some awesome cash prizes, and at the same time, every donation goes directly towards
supporting our vital department programs. It’s a true win-win for everyone involved!

We're always eager to hear new ideas, so if you have any creative marketing thoughts or suggestions,
please feel free to bring them to the attention of our marketing committee. Your input is always valuable!

Warmly,

Michael Davis

=——AMERICA . . _ . R
EGIO Americanism—DVC Chris Manning

We sprint into Spring readying
ourselves for Department Con-
vention and all the events we will
participate in from American and
Foreign Born Awards to First Re-
sponder Awards. We as the larg-
est group of Veterans in the Coun-
try are always on the lookout for
the many who do “Great Things”,
for both our Veterans and Youth.
We celebrate at each Department
Conventions those Veterans that
have participated at every level of
our Department, the ones who
step up each year to promote the
many programs like Boys and Girls
State, Student Trooper, Baseball
and Scouting. It is these individu-
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als that make us who we are.
These are Veterans assisting Vet-
erans and Youth to get them to
the next level in their lives. Each
Student gets to experience work-
ing with their peers by self-
development and the develop-
ment of others to reach the same
goal as a group.

The American Legion and it’s
programs are paramount to the
success of our Youth and the di-
rection they will drive themselves
that will make them successful in
their lives. With Summer around
the corner a little reminder that
all these programs were estab-
lished many years ago when Our

Legion Family had just begun and
they continue to be proven pro-
grams for our Veterans and it’s
Youth. | would ask to simply sup-
port with your time and energy
any program of the Legion, work
with any of the Programs Chair-
man get “On Board” help out
make that difference for all Veter-
ans and it’s Youth.

AMERICA
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Legion College
Saturday

May 16"
9:30 AM
Quinsigamond Post 318

180 Greenwood St, Worcester

Topics include:
» Leadership & Gaining Momentum
» Team Building & Mentorship
» Eliciting Change & Change Management
» Oddities of Post Operations
(The stuff not in the book)

Lunch & Coffee will be provided

To register contact Department Office .
DeptAdjutant@masslegion.com or (617) 727-2966
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THE COLUMBIA PROTOCOL:

]
" COLUMBIA SUICIDE SEVERITY
=] RATING SCALE (C-SSRS)
-
= ' JUST ASK.YOU CAN SAVE A LIFE. e —
-~
g

Turning Conversations into Lifelines:

Indentifying & Helping Veterans and Those in the Community Who Need

Immediate Support
¥ June 20", 2026
ﬁ American Legion Post 138
175 Main St. Spencer, MA

The Columbia Lighthouse Project’s
mission is to light the way to ending
suicide. Their message, like the Columbia
Protocol itself is simple,

“Just ask. You could save a life.”

The American Legion Post 138, and family, have invited instructors from the
Columbia University to come to Spencer to teach their 90 min Columbia Protocol-
Suicide Severity Rating Scale (C-SSRS) to anyone interested in receiving the
training. After training, participants will be able to:

Use the Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale to determine at risk individuals.
Identify risk factors and warning signs.

Outline types of sucicidal ideation & behaviors that indicate immenent risk.
Communicate effectivly with an individual who may be at risk.

——— 2 A 8 & & &
Open to the Public!

==—AMERICAN Coffee & Pastries - 9 A.M. to 10 A.M.
LEGION Program - 10 A.M. to Noon P

AUXILIARY Q&A and Networking to follow e ——

For More Information:
Call: 508 885-3132 Mariann LoSasso
Email: post138spencerma@gmail.com
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21st Annual
DEBORAH SAMPSON
AWARD CEREMONY

June 12, 2026
11:00am - 12:30pm

Massachusetts State House : :
Witness the presentation of

Great Hall
feeabileis the Deborah Sampson Award,
Register by June 5 listen to captivating stories of
bit.ly/4bMGFw?9 bravery and sacrifice, and be

part of commemorating the
legacy of one of America’s
first female soldiers.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts For more information ' visit
EXECUTIVE OFFICE ¥
VETERANS SERVICES mass.gov/WVN
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IN WAVES AND WAR

DOCUMENTARY SCREENING

In Waves and War documents the
journeys of three U.S. Navy Seals
and their experiences with PTSD,
traumatic brain injuries, and
severe depression in the
aftermath of war.

After turning to groundbreaking
psychedelic-assisted therapy,
these servicemen found a new
mission to bring this lifeline to

|
A l ‘ R fellow veterans fighting the same
AR invisible battles.

All are welcome to join us on May 5" for lunch, a screening, and a
discussion led by Dr. Elisabeth Parrott on the current state of
psychedelic-assisted therapy for veterans in Massachusetts.

* X *

MAY 12PM -1:00PM  Lunch & Conversation BEDFORD TOWN HALL
5 1:00 - 3:00PM  Documentary Screening | REED ROOM
3:00 - 4:00PM Discussion led by 10 MUDGE WAY,
aies Dr. Elisabeth Parrott | BEDFORD, MA 01730

% Let us know you are coming! Contact

% This event is sponsored by the towns
Karen by email, phone, or sign-up form.

of Bedford, Carlisle, and Lexington.
Karen Tyler

Veteran Services Director
ktyler@lexingtonma.gov
781-953-3160
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OW TO ACCESS

HE CRASSROG
TACTION CENTETS*

: * * * *
Send a message to your Congressional
Representatives, expressing your support on
multlple Ieglslatwe initiatives.

% @ Go to legion.org

@ Click on the “ADVOCACY” link at the top of the page

&' Select “GRASSROOTS ACTION CENTER”
from the drop-down menu

141

e

@ Choose a bill to support (e.g, MAJOR RICHARD STAR ACT) ! &
Send the pre-filled message to your i
Congressional leaders. : ' -

It's that easy. Together, we can send 25,000 fnessaﬁ
in support of a bill!

"l .

: A
R e
* y.\

-4

(s e
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m Sons of the American Revaluation

pik 250

Daughters of the
SONS i AMERICAN REVOLUTION American Revolution

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Sons of the

can, Revolution. and

1ni

pJ

ters of the American Revolution

Invite you to Participate in a

Memorial Ceremony to Remember and Memorialize
Paul Joseph Revere and Edward H.R. Revere

Grandsons of American Patriot Paul Revere who gave their lives during
the American Civil War to preserve the Union and end slavery.

Paul J. Revere
KIA Gettysburg 1863

May 16, 2026, 11:00 a.m.
Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Walnut Avenue, Lot 286
580 Mount Auburn Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138-5529

Commemorating America’s 250th Anniversary

1776-2026
k. Edward . . Revera Founded in 1776 - Tested in 1861-1865
KIA Antietam 1862 Preserved by the Union

V¢ AMERICA

¥250

DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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Detachment of Massachusetts
Sons of The American Legion
Child Well-Being Foundation
53 Messenger St., AptC
Plainville, MA 02762
781-9564374

To: All Squadrons
From: Clifford Smith - C.W.F Chairmen
Re: C.W.F. Fundraiser

In 1952, Dr. Garland D. Murphy Jr. gave to The American Legion a large contribution that would benefit
children. The Legion and Murphy entered into a trust agreement that established the Child Well-Being
Foundation. CWF accepts funding proposals from nonprofit organizations for projects that contribute to the
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual welfare of children. The Sons of The American Legion continues to be
a leader in donations to the Foundation. Last year we exceeded the $10,000,000.00 plus mark in donations
since we began raising funds for this vital program. The National goal of each Detachment is to raise at least
$1.00 per member. Many Squadrons donate to the foundation on their own, however in an effort to reach this
goal the Detachment is once again sponsoring the Detachment Convention Child Well-Being Foundation
Raffle.

YOU COULD BE A MULTI- MILLIONAIRE
7 PRIZES TOTAL
The prizes are as follows:
6 — Android 15 expandable Tablets with Keyboard and Mouse Stylus
10 - $10.00 Scratch Tickets.
Raffle to be drawn on June 6, 2026, at the 58th Detachment Convention in Marlboro

Included with this letter is a sheet of 5 tickets. Raffle tickets are a $5.00 donation per ticket. If every Squadron
can sell two sheets of tickets, we will surpass our Detachment goal. If you need additional raffle tickets, simply
copy the enclosed sheet. Additional copies can be given to your Squadron Members, family, fiends, neighbors
or co-workers etc.

When buying the raffle tickets please do not forget to retum the stubs.
We will also be having a 50/50 drawing. Tickets will be available at the Detachment Convention only.
Please send all checks and stubs to:
Clifford Smith, 53 Messenger St., Apt C, Plainville, MA 02762.
Make checks payable to: The Detachment of Mass. SAL. Put on memo line C.W.F Fundraiser.
Please do not send any tickets or checks to the State House in Boston. They will not be counted.
If you have any questions, please call 781-956-4374 or e-mail. cliffpnc@gmail.com

This has been very successful over the years. Let’s do it again this year.
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SAL C.W.F. Fundraiser (continued)

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
CHILD WELFARE FOUNDATION
7 PRIZES TOTAL

Raffle to be held (06/06/26) Prizes include:
6- Android 15 10-inch Tablets with Keyboard
10 - $10.00 Scratch Tickets

Winners need not be present to win.
$5.00 donation per ticket
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10 - $10.00 Scratch Tickets

Winners need not be present to win.
$5.00 donation per ticket

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
CHILD WELFARE FOUNDATION
7 PRIZES TOTAL

Raffle to be held (06/06/26) Prizes include:
6- Android 15 10-inch Tablets with Keyboard
10 - $10.00 Scratch Tickets

Winners need not be present to win.
$5.00 donation per ticket
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
CHILD WELFARE FOUNDATION
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SeeliZO Editorial —NEC John Lenotte
EGIO

As we look to Summer and high school graduations, because of their age, males have become eligible to register with the Se-
lective Service System.

The Selective Service System (SSS) is a federal agency that has been a distinguished part of America’s history for over a centu-
ry, spanning eras of conflict and peacetime. It is part of America’s National Defense Strategy, fostering deterrence through
innovation and supporting the Department of War’s priority to maintain a formidable end-strength that provides America’s
all-volunteer force with the overmatch necessary to deter, compete and win in the future.

The agency’s vision: To be a trusted, actively engaged national defense partner, and the sole source of conscripted talent for
national security in the event of a national emergency.

And the Mission is: To register men and maintain a system that, when authorized by the President and Congress, rapidly pro-
vides manpower in a fair and just manner while managing an alternative service program for conscientious objectors.

Almost all male US citizens and male immigrants, who are 18 through 25, are required to register with Selective Service.

Registration is a way our government keeps a list of names of men from which to draw in case of a national emergency requir-
ing rapid expansion of our Armed Forces. By registering all young men, Selective Service System ensures that a future draft will
be fair and just.

NOTE: Registering with Selective Service System does not mean one is joining the military.

It’s important to know that even though he is registered, a man will not automatically be inducted into the military. In a crisis
requiring a draft, men would be called in a sequence determined by random lottery number and year of birth. Then, they
would be examined for mental, physical, and moral fitness by the military before being deferred or exempted from military
service or inducted into the Armed Forces.

A man who fails to register may be ineligible for opportunities important to his future. He must register to be eligible for state-
funded student financial aid and employment in many states, most federal employment, job training under the Workforce In-
novation and Opportunity Act and U.S. citizenship for immigrant men. If required to register, failure to register is a felony pun-
ishable by a fine of up to $250,000 and/or 5 years imprisonment. Also, a person who knowingly counsels, aids, or abets anoth-
er to fail to comply with the registration requirement is subject to the same penalties.

Men 18-25 can register online with a valid SSN, by using a printable registration form, or by completing a form (SSS Form 1) at
the post office. Once a man turns 26, he is no longer able to register.

Automatic Registration: On December 18, 2025, the President signed the FY 2026 NDAA into law, mandating automatic Selec-
tive Service registration. The Agency engaged with Congress throughout the NDAA process regarding the automated legislative
proposal. This statutory change transfers responsibility for registration from individual men to SSS through integration with
federal data sources. SSS will implement the change by December 2026, resulting in a streamlined registration process and
corresponding workforce realignment.

More information will be coming about how the registration process will work. In the time being, one should go ahead and
register.

Remember: BE THE ONE. Saving lives. Changing lives. One at a time.

John Lenotte, National Executive Committeeman Department of MA; Member, American Institute of Parliamentarians. Local
Board Member, Selective Service System. | may be reached at jplenotte@gmail.com
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WX tefY Around the Department——Plymouth Post 40

Post 40 Honors Tradition with Flag Folding Ceremony at Hedge Elementary

The American Legion Post 40 continues its commitment to community engagement and patriotic education through its recent
flag folding ceremony for 4th grade students at Hedge Elementary School.

Led by Bob Burke and supported by dedicated Post 40 Legionnaires and members of the Sons of the American Legion (SAL), the
ceremony provided students with a meaningful and educational experience. Each fold of the American flag was carefully
demonstrated and explained, highlighting the symbolism and respect behind this long standing military tradition.

The presentation offered students a deeper understanding of the flag’s significance and the values it represents, leaving a
lasting impression on the young audience. Post 40 is proud to play a role in educating the next generation and fostering appreci-
ation for our nation’s heritage.

Post 40 Color Guard Leads with Pride at Scituate’s Postponed St. Patrick’s Day Parade

LI C

\ e ———r

PFC EDWARD A. RIBEIRC
POST NO. 40
PIYMOUTH M4 L

The Post 40 Color Guard proudly represented Plymouth at the postponed St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Scituate!

Marching alongside the Department Senior Vice Robert Jerdan and District 10 leaders Commander Paul Lemieux and Sr. Vice Jeff Montelo,
showcased pride, precision, and the true spirit of service.

Despite the delay, the energy was incredible and the support from the community made it a day to remember.
Bravo Zulu to all who participated!

Pc



EA&Ele Around the Department—Middleboro Post 64

Page 23



|=_—_=EAE‘_:‘EIR'(§A Calendar

Start Date Time Event Location
4/7/2026 7:00 PM Americanism Committee Z0O0OM
4/18/2026 12:00 PM D3 Banquet Chicopee Post 452
4/20/2026 7:00 PM Adjutants Meeting Z0O0OM
4/21/2026 | 7:30 PM Children & Youth ZOOM
4/22/2026 7:0 PM D6 Meeting Squantum Post 382
4/23/2026 | 7:00 PM D9 Meeting Berkley Post 121
5/24/2026 1:00 PM Memorial Day Ceremony Massachusetts National Cemetery
6/4/2026 2:00 PM Department Executive Com- | Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel Marlboro,
mittee Meeting MA
6/4/2026 6:00 PM PreOConventin Get- Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel Marlboro,
6/5-6/7 Department Convention Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel Marlboro,
MA
2026 Membership Standing asof march 27, 2026
District Goal Current % of Goal
1 BERKSHIRE 1125 1056 93.18%
3 HAMPDEN/FRANKLIN/HAMPSHIRE 3169 2934 92.58%
4 WORCESTER 4303 3934 91.42%
5 MIDDLESEX 3347 3054 91.25%
6 NORFOLK 2206 2019 91.52%
7 SUFFOLK 1123 1038 92.43%
8 ESSEX 2313 2149 92.91%
9 BRISTOL 2260 1800 79.65%
10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 3404 3215 94.45%
297 CAPITOL HILL 405 1224 302.22%
462 HEADQUARTERS 848 502 59.20%
National Quota 24,503 22,925 93.56%

Next Target Date 5/13/2026 100%
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National Poppy Day
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M3fIeINW) 026 Membership Standing as of April 30, 2026

AUXILIARY

District Goal Current % of Goal
1 BERKSHIRE 202 196 97.03%

HAMPDEN/FRANKLIN
3 HAMPSHIRE 637 583 91.52%
4 WORCESTER 1064 990 93.05%
5 MIDDLESEX 949 895 94.21%
6 NORFOLK 365 284 77.81%
7 SUFFOLK 95 85 89.47%
8 ESSEX 629 605 96.18%
9 BRISTOL 263 205 77.85%
10 [PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 754 676 89.66%
462 [HEADQUARTERS 149 120 80.54%

National Quota 5,107 4,639 90.84%
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? March Edition of The Millennium

GION

SONS OF THE A newsletter of Sons of The American Legion »
==AMERICAN A
LEGION EMILLENNIUM &%
[m] EE S
Sons of The American Legion | PO 1055 | Indi lis, IN 46206 | i

Volume3 | lssue3 | Number1 | March2026
Subscribe at: www.legion.org/information-center/in-the-media/e-newsletters

Randy Timms (WI): Leader-
ship Succession

‘Washington Conference
2026

HAPPY 107th BIRTHDAY
eacirrereee sl * AMERICAN LEGION *
$2K towards new van for vets N :

Founded 15 March 1919 - Paris, France

South Dakota: Heroes of the
Court

Indiana: Squadron makes Do-
nations to Community Organi-
zations

ichigan Represented at the 92nd Annual
. “National Pilgrimage
The 92nd Annual National Pilgrimage honoring Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln began February 11, 2026 in
Springfield, lllinois, with the American Legion Family

Pennsylvania: SAL Member
raises fund and awareness for
homeless

Inside YOUR SAL Newsletter this Month

SAL 100 Committee Leadership Reception. National and leaders

g ) gathered in fellowship ahead of the annual ,
Wisconsin: Freezin’ reinforcing the unity that defines The American Legion
for a Reason Family.

During the reception, National Commander Bill Clancy of
the Sons of The American Legion addressed those as-
sembled, emphasizing continued service and strength- i
ening the bonds across the Legion Family. His remarks
set the tone for the commemorative events that fol

Top Ten Detachments Joued:
2026 Membership Percentage Hosted by Springfield Post No. 32, the Annual Pilgrimage
10 the Tomb of Abraham Lincoln has been held every

1. Dist. Of Col. 115.73% year on February 12 since 1935, making it the longest-
2. Utah 108.75% . running commemoration of President Lincoln's
e P i BT, WA o 5 G G
e s ‘ T World War | veterans has grown into a nationally
4. South Carolina 93.79% - < recognized tradition honoring our 16th President
5. Wisconsin 93.43% ) g and the enduring principles he defended.
6. Florida 90.40% y On the morning of February 12 — President Lin-
i A § coln’s birthday — members of the Legion Family
7. ldaho 9047% | A A attended the American Legion Family Breakfast
8. lowa 89.54% e < v before assembling at the President Abraham Lin-
9. North Carolina 89.43% coln Springfield Hotel. Participants then proceed-

ocession to Oak Ridge Cemetery for the
wreath-laying ceremony at Lincoln’s

10. Latin America  89.13%

Statstcs as of 05 March 2026

BETEONE

£} A National Newsletter of the Sons of The American Legion T

Continued on Page 2 >>>>>

Go to Masslegion.org/newsletter for your copy

e=vaatal 2026 S.A.L. Membership Standing as of march 27, 2026

LEGION

District Goal Current %
1 BERKSHIRE 232 232 100.00%

HAMPDEN/FRANKLIN /
HAMPSHIRE 674 604 89.61%
WORCESTER 998 964 96.59%
MIDDLESEX 1362 1160 85.17%
NORFOLK 836 Sl 109.21%
SUFFOLK 173 173 100.00%
ESSEX 443 469 105.87%
BRISTOL 286 218 76.22%

0 |PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 780 650 83.33%
National Goal 5783 5383 71.87%

Next Target Date: 5/13/2026 100%

= O[N] |W
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American Legion fall

32 Beach st

8:00—10:30

Come on down

Houk

Last Piidaty of the Honth

09.06 -12:00

o

Amdican Legion NeSth Adams
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HINGHAM FRIDAY VETERANS’ COFFEE
EVERY 3RD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH

9:00AM - 10:30AM

GRAND ARMY HALL 358 MAIN ST. HINGHAM
GUEST SPEAKERS FOR EACH EVENT
COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

MEETING DATES:

MAY 16TH, JUNE 20TH, JULY 18TH, AUG. 15TH,
SEPT 19TH,OCT. 17TH, NOV. 21ST, DEC. 19TH
TEMPORARY CONTACT: DAVE IRWIN

781-910-2377
FIRST COFFEE IS FRIDAY MAY 16TH

/////7 American Legion North Adams Post 125*\\\\\

FUNday

4th Sunday of the Month

"y

Lunch

We will service
a simple Lunch
starting at
12:00pm until

sold out or 3pm.

Meat Tables

Begins at 3PM

1.Purchase
raffle tickets
for a chance to
win.

2.Win various
cuts of meat or
other prizes.

3.Tickets are
randomly drawn,
and winners
receive their
prizes.

Queen OFf
Hearts

The QOH with
begin 15 minutes
after the last
Table is
raffled.




Post Events

\Veterans Coffee Houwy

Veterans' Coffee Hour: Third Wednesday of each month

Please come and enjoy coffee, fresh pastries, donuts and fellowship.

American Legion Post 0234
402 West Main St Northborough Ma. 01532

Open to all local area Veterans.

———
‘~~0t'wo&aﬁ«t&bktvyttt«"a*aa&"athﬁt&'a¢ta.

% FOOD MUSIC - RAFFLES - VENDORS :

5 . OURASS;, Sl /@@E
e | ' ‘B : '/MOTORCYCLE RUN

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS POST 113
+ + HELL OR HIGH WATER CREW * +._ &%

American Leglon Post 113
14 Church Street. :

| Manchester by the Sea MA |+, ¢ ven HiHLIGHTS *.

xk q) COST W Scenic group rnotorcycle ride
%5 e Rider:$25 . Food & refreshments i, "4
» Passenger: $10 Raffles /50-50 drawing
. Walk-ins: $10 *| 4.e Music & camaraderie ;s
e * Rain or Shine - All bikes welcome.

CONTACT: Sam Demao 1-978-808-9786 o . :
= Ride with Purpose. Ride with Pride. Ride for Our Troops ; !~ lN SUPPORT or-‘ THE VETERANS HOME lN HOLYOKE * *

**t****sﬁrﬁ
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i Post Events

RESERVE AND PAY ON POST3.0RG
OR BRING A CHECK AND SIGN UP INIPERSON'AT THE POST

74
- 4 )
STy gy

[ STARRING _ .
RICKY LEE

Amerlcan Legion Post 40 .

* FOOD, BEER * * ." -

LIVE MUSIC AND GOOD TIMEI >

* <\
‘.u * ./,'
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187/ Annual Women Veterans Network
Conference

Saturday, May 16, 2026

8:00am to 3:00pm

Four Points by Sheraton Norwood
1125 Boston-Providence Turnpike
Norwood, MA 02062

EMPOWERING HER VOICE,
HONORING HER SERVICE

Highlights:
Learn about programs and services directly from veteran-
serving organizations, including the VA and EOVS TO REGISTER:

Attend information sessions and engaging presenters https://bit.ly/3MRSOqGP

Experience self-care options from skilled professionals

The Commonwealih of Massachu
EXECUTIVE OFFICE 9
VETERANS SERVICES

RAGEOUS GOLF TOURNAMENT

MAY 8, 2026 We have packages

wdividual golfers
porate sponsors

MARKET ST SWANSEA, MA
M REGISTRATION :
AM SHOTGUN START SEORSORS &

FERS
00 PM LUNCH SCAN HERE! f




Post Events

,;,A
* AMERwAN LEGION POST 3 PRESENTS
’ ‘

it At bl 3,5
MAY 16™H @ 11AM

~ AMERICAN LEGION POST 3 »
* 8 WASHINGTON STREET *

'M‘—_‘ = proceeos Tosenerrr |
1For $15+ 2F0r$20 \7s/ | “BETHE ONE

'VETERAN SUICIDE
FULL DAY OF FOOD & FUN! \\ AWARENESS & PREVENTION

—* PRE-REGISTER OR DONATEATTPOST3,0RG 5 3

14 SAFETY FIRST!
* RIDES PROVIDED FOR A SAFE RIDE HOME.
— PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY! —

LEAVE THE POKER RUN ANYTIME, TURN IN YOUR

— CARDS TO OUR STAFF. —

* OJ’mey of~*
C/M/ QWall

==AMERICAN

LEGION
AUXILIARY

ALA DISTRICT 5 FUNDRAISER
FOR 2026/2027 NATIONAL PRESIDENT
DR. CORAL GROUT
WIN ABOOK OF MASS LOTTERY
$10 SCRATCH TICKETS ($1000 VALUE)

$20 ATICKET... ONLY 100 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD
DRAWING WILL BE HELD AS SOON AS ALL TICKETS ARE SOLD

CONTACT DISTRICT 5 DIRECTOR SANDY D @ 978-328-2487
ORANY DISTRICT S OFFICER TO PURCHASE A TICKET

= =

LET’S HELP CORAL ON HER JOURNEY

Page 30
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RIDES

FREE ADMISSION VETERANS

AT MARSHFIELD FAIR

SUNDAY
AUGUST 30,2026

= Wk ———

() 238

FOR VETERANS, RESOURCE FAIR
ACTIVE DUTY & CONNECT WITH LOCAL
GUARD/RESERVE RESOURCES & SUPPORT

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED.

BUILDING COMMUNITY. PROVIDING SUPPORT.

140 MAIN STREET
MARSHFIELD, MA 02050

Thank you to our v

* % Kk

VETERANS RESOURCE FAIR
& EXHIBITS OPEN DURING THESE HOURS

MARSHFIELD FAIRGROUNDS FAIR HOURS
k 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! * % %

EXHIBITS  FOOD  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT * AND MORE

s and military families. FOR MORE INFORMATION

WE APPRECIATE YOU. 617-888-6636

AMERICAN LEGION DISTRICT 10

ANNUAL GET TOGETHER

SUNDAY MAY 17™ 12:00PM
SANDWICH POST 188
20 MAIN ST. SANDWICH

On Sunday May 17™ at 12:00pm District 10 of the
American Legion will hold its annual Get Together.
The Get Together is open to all District 10 Legion
organizations. (Sons, Auxiliary and any other groups)
The cost of the event is $20.

Lunch includes

Chowder, green salad, chicken, potato,
vegetables, bread and butter and dessert.
There will be 50/50 and gift baskets to raffie off
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT JVC JIM RICHMAN
AT £17-4688-0303 OR EMAIL AT Kaifchiedus@yahoo.com
If your Post could donate a gift basket. | would greatly
ate it. Please tact Jim

PP

DISTRICT MEETING STARTS AT 10!




i Post Events

The Wall That Heals
| T TN\

Ride Escort/Vqunteers

Sponsorships and Donation Needed o
Open 24/7 Rain or Shine -
*Tuesday Sept 15 Escort *Saturday Tours -Sunset Taps
*Wed Sept 16 WALL Setup 8am - *Sunday Sept 20, Wall closed
Volunteer Training Highly 1:45pm Closing Ceremony 2 pm
recommended 6 PM-1 Hour dismantle "The Wall That Heals"”

Echo Taps

*Thursday Sept 17 Opening
Ceremony Time TBD &
Sunset Echo Taps

T
Tﬂﬁlﬂ@“v'

We E

*Friday Sept 18 Echo Taps-
Light the Night Ceremony
Agent Orange Awareness

For More Information Contaét:
“I Debi Robinson Chairman (253) 226-1588
ol Barbara-Anne Foley Co-Chair (508) 237-3349

THE WALL THAT HEALS Email: info@TheWallThatHealsYarmouth-2026.0rg

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL REPLICA & MOBILE EDUCATION CENTER
*
A PROGRAM OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND WWWThewalIThatHea|SYarmOUth-2026org

FOUNDERS OF THE WALL
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“leterars Strengthiening Umevica”™

Massachusetts
E-Legionnaire

The Massachusetts E-Legionnaire is the
official publication of the Department of
Massachusetts American Legion and is
published at least 12 times per year

The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02122-1099
email: fmacdonald53@comcast.net

Editor
Francis J. MacDonald, Jr.

2025-2026 Officers

Commander
Scott M. Conner

Sr. Vice Commander
Robert Jerdan

Vice Commanders
Drew Pajak
S. Ryan Howe
Chris Manning

Historian
Cindy Lacoste

Executive Committee Women
Mary Standish

Sergeant-at-Arms
Adam Doud

National Executive Committeeman
John Lenotte

Alternate National Executive
Committeeman
Sandra Davis

Service Officer
Mike Whalen
Dana Sheehan

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department
of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guide-lines for submissions.

* Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save
your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to
make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. *
WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho-
tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-ded in the article) as high reso-
lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track
them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap-
tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.

* Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help
us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing
program.

- E-mail everything directly to us at fmacdonaldS53@comcast.net no
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any-
thing with you.

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. T

N Subscribe to Our E-mail News
Stay up to date on Legion news and information

mi

T 0 ., .. . M. TEE... MR TR

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire:

Send your email address to: deptaddjutant@masslegion.org or to the Editor at
fmacdonald53@comcast.net.

Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service? Send the Department
office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you.

The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02133

THE AMERICAN LEGION

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of
MEDIA ALLI/NCE The American Legion Media Alliance
TALMA

Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @

The American Legion Department of Massachusetts



